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Dr M confident Ml aysia will becone devel oped nation under new
| eader ship

Ham sah Ham d

PRIME Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad expressed confidence that
Mal aysia will achi eve devel oped nation status by 2020 under the new

| eadership |l ed by Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahnad Badawi .

Dr Mahathir said he has done enough for the country and it is tine
t hat
Mal aysi a has a new | eader.

"I am confident that the new | eadership shares nmy aspirations. | hope
civil servants will give full support to the new | eadership and together
devel op our country into an industrialised nation by 2020 according to
our
own nould,"” he said at the Mnistry of International Trade and I|ndustry
(Mti) annual dinner in Kuala Lunmpur |ast night.

The Prine Mnister and his wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mhd Al
joined about 1,000 staff of the ministry at the "Mti Bersama Perdana
Menteri". This year's dinner was a special tribute to Dr Mihathir, who
will retire next nonth after |leading the country for 22 years

Al so present at the dinner were International Trade and Industry
M ni ster Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz, Deputy Mnister Datuk Seri Kerk Choo
Ting, mnistry parlianentary secretary Datuk Ho Cheong Sing, mnistry
secretary-general Datuk Abdul Razak Rami and senior officials.

Dr Mahathir thanked Mti enployees for their contributions to the
country as they are in the forefront in enhancing trade and comrerce

"W need governnment enployees who are dedicated and willing to neet
chal | enges. Mal aysia has a good admi nistrative machinery, probably the
best in the world."

Job satisfaction is nore inportant than nonetary rewards, he said.

Before his speech, those present were given an inpronptu treat by Dr
Mahat hir and Dr Siti Hasmah, who sang two songs.
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