19/ 10/ 2003

Dr M expresses gratitude to Chirac for his "~understanding'

PUTRAJAYA, Sat. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad today
expressed his gratitude to French President Jacques Chirac for his
"under st andi ng" of the O C chairman's speech at the opening of the 10th
Organi sation of the Islanic Conference Sunmit here.

"I think President Chirac understands better. Anybody who reads the
entire speech will understand what | said," he said at the Putrajaya
Convention Centre after attending an appreciation dinner for about 5,000
personnel involved in organising the Sumit.

Chirac had rejected a European Union condemation of Dr Mahathir's
speech at the O C Summit, which was misconstrued by certain European
| eaders and their nedia as being "anti-Semtic".

"In fact, | was worried that Mislinms would be against ne. | never
t hought that Europeans woul d be agai nst ne.

"I can't understand them I|'m glad that Chirac at |east understands. |
woul d Iike to thank him publicly.™

Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnmad Badawi, who was at the
di nner, said Chirac defended Dr Mahathir because the president
"understands our Prine Mnister".

France bl ocked the EU fromending a two-day sumrit on Friday with a
harshly worded statenment condemming Dr Mahathir's remarks.

Backed by Greek Prime Mnister Costas Simitis, Chirac vehenently
rejected a few short sentences in the 19-page summit statenent deploring
Dr Mahathir's comments that the "Jews ruled the world by proxy".

On the conclusion of the OC Summit on Friday, Dr Mhathir defended his
words at the opening cerenony and denied foreign wire reports that Foreign
M nister Datuk Seri Syed Hanmid Al bar had apol ogi sed for his speech.

"What | stated were all historical facts," he said, adding that sone
European | eaders were revealing their "double standards" against others.

Later, the Prine Mnister said the kings, sultans, presidents and prine
nm nisters who attended the sunmit were inpressed by the excellent
preparation and fl awl ess organi sation of the sunmt.

"This is our culture, not a traditional culture of us, but a newy-

i ncul cated one which started with the organisation of the Conmonweal th
Heads of Governnent Meeting in 1989," he said.
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