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Dr Mfully deserves all the accol ades that cane his way

Shansul Akmar

LAST year, when Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad dropped the bonb-shell that
he was quitting at the closing of that Umo general assenbly, tears fl owed
freely.

They were tears of shock, disbelief and a sense of sudden | oss.

Party | eaders, nenbers and supporters were sobbing uncontrollably.

On Thursday, when Dr Mahathir cane to the end of his presidentia
address, the part when he thanked Umo nenbers for their support and
apol ogi sed for anything wong he mght have done, tears again trick-Ied.

They were not tears of dishbelief acconpani ed by shock.

The best word to describe such tears has to be in Bahasa Mel ayu - sayu -
whi ch in English neans probably poi gnant or maybe even sadness.

Here was a man, nost powerful in the country for the last two decades
who had shed tears at several Umo assenblies, especially in the last few
years.

It comes with age, as many had said that the ol der one gets, the nore
sensitive one becones.

H's critics may describe them as crocodile tears. But to those who
believe in him every tear was one too nmany to be shed, especially for
party menbers and | eaders who had been selfish and nerely riding the party
for self gain.

Again, one may argue that other |eaders, if they had taken the helm
instead of Dr Mahathir, would have invoked such strong sentinments. But it
was he who had been holding the mantle and not the others.

It is truly sad that prior to 1998, when he had the fallout with his
then deputy Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim Dr Mahathir was held on a pedestal

Fol l owi ng that, rmuch as Umo nenbers nmay publicly declare their support
and love for him others outside the political circle who, deep inside
them truly respect and regard the man highly, dared not share their
thoughts with their friends openly, unless they knew that they were |ike-
m nded.

Many feared being |abelled a Mahathir apol ogist, or an apple polisher.

No doubt, the man has his faults and they are, no doubt, nunerous.

At the sanme tinme, he has made his contributions, and they are equally
nuner ous.

But for local journalists who had the opportunity to cover him over the
years, they would, in private conversations, adnmt that Dr Mihathir is a
very approachabl e | eader.

He has been known to tell off journalists for asking questions he did
not like and he had never pretended that his tolerance for themis
exceptionally high.

Neither is Dr Mahathir known to be able to crack good jokes but on good
days he had tried.

But for those who had covered his Press conferences, nobst would readily
adnit that he is an "easy" subject as his answers were forthright, his
expl anati ons clear and concise and he never ninced his words on matters he
feels strongly about.

He is also lucky, or had been smart enough to choose the right kind of
press secretaries and security aides who are without airs or arrogant
unl i ke those working for sonme other |eaders.

Now, for all his deeds and faults, the man is set to |eave.

That is the main thing about this Umo general assenbly.



Dr Mahathir is telling Umo, and the rest of the citizens, that he is
| eavi ng.

He is also telling themthat he has tried to provide the |eadership
whi ch he hoped had inproved the nation. And he is also w shing them good
luck and all the best as he has done his bit.

Anmong those who distrust and dis-like him they will not believe that he
is leaving until the day cones.

For those who |love and trust him they have cone to terns that cone
Cctober, Dr Mahathir, who had been their prime minister and Umo president
for nore than two decades, is stepping down, and that is final

Some who hold himin high regard are still hoping that sonmehow or ot her
he woul d change his mnd or sonething unexpected woul d occur which will
force himto stay.

But such thoughts are w shful thinking.

He has gone too far in wanting to step down and that statenent of intent
is not confined within Mal aysia but had been conveyed to his counterparts
abr oad.

Dr Mahathir knows only too well that if he changes his nmind, his
credibility will be gone and that is sonething that not only he can't
afford to do as it will not only affect hinself but those who had stood by
hi m t hrough the years.

But for the believers, man can only plan their destiny but Providence
deci des.

That, however, is sonething which no ambunt of debate can resol ve

Umo nenbers, especially those who take the party seriously and not as a
platformto elevate their standing or wealth, are psyching thensel ves for
the post-Dr Mahathir era

For these people, if they rally around successor Datuk Seri Abdullah
Ahmad Badawi, it is because they trust Dr Mahathir to have nmade the right
choi ce.

But for the opportunists, the departure of Dr Mahathir nmeans they will
now have to figure out what kind of political gain they nmay get out of it.

It is this kind of people, if accepted by any of the |eaders into their
confi dence, who may very well be the cause of their downfall

Umo's history had shown how nunerous |eaders with potential suffered
due to their letting such opportunists dictate the direction of their
political destiny.

But that is for |leaders, in the post-Dr Mahathir era, to figure out.

At the sane tinme, |ooking at the makci k and kakak who were trying to
hold back their tears as they watched Dr Mahathir try to hold back his, it
is obvious they were not attenpting to apple polish him

The tears they shed will not give themanything as Dr Mahathir probably
does not even know t hem

If it was for returns, then such tears should be reserved for those
succeedi ng him and not for someone who is on his way out.

But the tears will definitely be a farewell gift that Dr Mihathir should
cherish as they came unsolicited.

And he deserves them regardless of what his detractors nmay say.
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