22/ 02/ 2003

Dr Minvited to energency O C neeting

PRIME M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad has been invited by Qatar to
attend the Organisation of Islamic Conference (O C) energency neeting in
Doha from March 4-5.

Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d Al bar said he received the
invitation at a neeting with his Qatari counterpart, Ahmad Abdullah al-
Mahnoud, on Thur sday.

However, he said it could not be confirmed if Dr Mahathir would attend
the neeting as the Prine Mnister would be on |eave at that tine. Dr
Mahat hir is scheduled to go on a two-nonth |eave in Mrch.

"I have inforned Dr Mahathir about the invitation. Many O C countries
have asked himto attend the energency neeting," he said, adding that
Mal aysi a supported the enmergency neeting.

Syed Hamid said Qatar had al so expressed hope that the energency neeting
woul d not be overshadowed by the O C infornmal neeting scheduled to be held
in Kuala Lunpur on Wednesday.

He said Mal aysia had assured Qatar that the nmeeting in Kuala Lunpur
woul d be infornmal and would not pre-enpt the energency neeting as there
wi |l not be any conclusions made after it.

"The informal neeting will be used to exchange views regarding lrag and
the Pal estine crisis," he said.

Syed Hami d said that Ml aysia had al so extended invitations to OC
countries that were not NAM nenbers to attend the informal nmeeting.

Qatar is the current A C chairman and 50 of 57 O C nmenbers are also in
t he NAM
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