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Dr M can speak for Mislins

Rozi ana Hanmsawi
PETALI NG JAYA, Wed. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad can
| ead non-Arab Miuslim countries in declaring their stand on events in Iraq.

Dr Mahathir has the international stature and recognition for his
frankness in expressing his opinions, even on the policies of Wstern
powers, said the director-general of the Institute of Strategic Studies in
Paki stan, Dr Shireen A. Shei kh.

She said it was unfortunate that the Arab countries as a group could not
speak strongly against the Iraq invasion because of pressure from and
their dependency on, the United States.

As such, non-Arab Miuslim states nust be forthright in their views, she
said at a sem nar on "Pakistan- Ml aysia Relations: An Overview and
Prospects for the Future", organised by the Institute of Diplomacy and
Forei gn Rel ations (IDFR) here today.

The sem nar was chaired by |IDFR director-general Datuk Dr Mhd Yusof
Ahmad.

"Unlike the Arabs, non-Arab Miuslim countries need to be strong,
forthright and absolutely unapol ogetic in nmaking our voices heard.

"Hopefully, by being strong we can avoid another invasion by the US of
anot her Muslim country," Shireen added.

She lanmented the "lack of gratitude" of the US and its allies for
efforts made by Mislim countries to counter transnational terrorism

"The Organisation of the Islamc Conference (O C) neeting held here in
April last year dwelt at length on the issue of terrorismand its
definition.

"Despite this effort and the nunber of agreenents signed anbng countries
to conbat this threat, the US did not appreciate this."

She added that the US still accused certain Mislim countries of
harbouring terrorists.

"No acts of terrorismshould be |inked to any religion. Mislim countries
must remain firmon that.

"Al - Qaeda' s agenda for one is very political, so it is wong to put a
religious |abel to it."

Shireen also said that a nore united Muslim world could fight the
growi ng discrimnation, especially in the Wst, against Miuslimcountries
and their people.

On relations between Ml aysia and Paki stan, she said there nust be a
continued will by both sides to strengthen ties, as conplacency woul d not
hel p.

She hoped that Asean woul d not be influenced by any nmove by India to
deny Pakistan's request to becone a full dialogue partner with Asean.

O her speakers at the seminar were Wsma Putra undersecretary of the AC
Dat uk Sopi an Ahnad, NST senior editor Azhar Raswan Dean, director of
Paki stan's Area Study Centre for Far East & Sout heast Asia Professor
Hi dayat Ali Soonro, and former diplomt Datuk Sallehuddi n Abdul | ah.
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