14/ 07/ 2003
Dr Mto pave way for new trade ties with Ukraine

Syed Nadzri
UKRAI NE, perhaps best renenbered by nost Ml aysians as being hone to
Chernobyl, appears to have buried the ghost of its catastrophic past.
There is no clear sign - not in this capital city at least - to show
that just 17 years ago, there was a disaster at the Chernobyl nuclear
reactor barely 200km north - an explosion that sent radi oactive materials
t he equi val ent of 300 nuclear bonbs into the air
People in the streets, too, would rather tal k about sonmething else than

be prodded to recall what really happened. O whether it is still safe at
the site.

Sonme of themsay in a light-hearted sort of way that there is no
radi ati on around them and they are | eading nornmal |ives.

The city, in fact, is spruced up for Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mhanmad's four-day official visit to the country, a former Sovi et
republ i c which gai ned i ndependence 12 years ago.

Dr Mahathir arrived yesterday, acconpanied by his wife Datuk Seri Dr
Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali. They flew in by a special aircraft from London and
touched down at the Boryspil International Airport at 1.40pm local tine.

He was nmet on arrival by Ukraine Chief of the Presidentia
Adm ni stration V. Mdvedchuk, Foreign Mnister A Zl enko, Charge
d affaires of Ukraine in Ml aysia Valentyn Vel ychko, and Mayor of Kiev O
Onel chenko.

Dr Mahathir and Dr Siti Hasmah were driven to the CGovernnent Guest House
where they were received by other Ml aysi ans.

The official welconmng cerenmony will take place today to be followed by
a restricted neeting between Dr Mhathir and Ukranian President Leonid D.
Kuchnma and then a del egation neeting.

Four Mnisters are in the Prine Mnister's del egation - Defence Mnister
Datuk Seri Najib Razak, Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hamid Al bar,
Primary Industries Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Lim Keng Yai k and Education
M nister Tan Sri Misa Mhamad.

Dr Mahathir's hectic itinerary for today includes a visit to the Antonov
aircraft plant.

Tormorrow, the Prine Mnister proceeds to the port city of GOdessa, which
officials say offers huge potential for the storage and distribution of
Mal aysi an pal moil to Eastern Europe.

Dr Mahathir noves on to Sinferopol later the sane day to visit the
prestigious Crinean State Medical University, where about 400 Ml aysi ans
are studying. Dr Mhathir returns to Ml aysia on Wdnesday afternoon.

Syed Hamid told reporters that Ml aysia was keen to forge close ties and
co-operation with Ukraine, especially in trade and tourism

He said Mal aysia was | ooking for partners to co-operate in new
technol ogi cal fields, and WUkraine was a potenti al

The Prine Mnister would also invite Kuchma to visit Ml aysia, he said.

Syed Ham d said Mal aysia was prepared to consider opening its
representative office in Ukraine.

"For now, our anbassador in Poland is concurrently accredited to
Ukr ai ne, " he said.

Ukrai ne opened its representative office in Kuala Lunmpur in August | ast
year.
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