05/ 09/ 2003

Dr Mto open annual congress of PBS

KOTA KI NABALU, Thurs. - Parti Bersatu Sabah's 18th annual congress is
hi storical because it will be opened by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad, party secretary-general Datuk Radin Milleh said today.

He added that Dr Mhathir's attendance is a reflection that the party
has been "fully accepted” as part of the Barisan Nasional famly.

The PBS was accused of "back-stabbing” by Dr Mahat hir and ot her
BN | eaders when it abruptly withdrew fromthe coalition on the eve of the
general elections in 1990.

"W are thankful and grateful to the Prine Mnister for accepting our
invitation to open the congress despite his busy schedule," he told a
Press conference here.

He said Dr Mahathir's presence would boost the norale of party nenbers
as it prepares for the next general election.

Radi n said PBS president Datuk Seri Joseph Pairin Kitingan will, in his
speech, pay tribute to Dr Mahathir for his excellent |eadershinp.

The party has chosen "Patriotismthe Basis for Unity" as the thene of
its congress in support for Dr Mahathir's relentless call to all
Mal aysi ans to be patriotic in the face of internal and external
chal | enges.

Radin said a resolution on |land natters, econony of Bum putera,
education and social problems would be tabled at the congress.
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