15/ 10/ 2003

OCto confer award on Dr M

THE 57-menber O C groupi ng yesterday unani nously agreed to present Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad an unprecedented award in recognition of his
contributions to the devel opnent of the unmmah.

The neritorious award, which has never been awarded to anyone by the OC
since its inception in 1969, wll also recognise the Prine Mnister's
contributions towards the devel opment of Mal aysi a.

Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hamid Al bar said the matter was agreed
upon by delegates at the end of the Mnisterial Preparatory Meeting
yesterday followi ng a proposal from Sierra Leone.

"Sierra Leone tabled the proposal to wite a letter of thanks and
conmendation to Dr Mahathir for his contribution to the devel opnent of the
Musl i m ummrah and Mal aysi a.

The meritorious award will read: "We the Mnarchs and Heads of State of
the OC agree to award Hi s Excellency Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad,
Prime Mnister of Malaysia a certificate of merit in recognition of his
excel l ent, renmarkable and outstanding contribution to the socio-economc
devel opnent of Malaysia and for his unflinching support and effective
contribution in the objectives of the OC."
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