30/ 09/ 2003

Dr Mahat hir conferred Sel angor's hi ghest award

KLANG Mon. - Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad was toni ght conferred
Sel angor's highest award, the "Darjah Kerabat Yang Amat Di hormati" (DK),
by the Sultan of Sel angor at |stana Al am Shah.

The award, presented at a special investiture by Sultan Sharafuddin
Idris Shah, is in recognition of the services rendered by Dr Mihathir to
the nation and Sel angor during his 22-year tenure as Prime M nister.

The Sultan, the first Ruler to honour the Prine Mnister for his
services, said Dr Mahathir had been very close to his late father, the
11th Yang di-Pertuan Agong Sultan Sal ahuddi n Abdul Azi z Shabh.

"My father co-operated and worked closely with Dr Mahathir when he was
the King," he added.

The Ruler said he knew Dr Mahathir in the 1980s and always nede it a
point to read his books.

"I also know Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mhd Ali, who was born in Kl ang.
I know her and her siblings well."

The Sultan said Dr Mahathir was a man of vision and mission and worked
hard to realise his dreans which sonetines led to criticismfromwthin
and outside the country, especially in his struggles for the Ml ay race,
religion and country.

"I must say that he is a successful |eader who has brought about ruch
devel opnent to the nation, besides ensuring peace and harnony anong the
races," he added.

The Sultan said it was due to Dr Mahathir's determination to see the
Mal ays succeed that the community had achi eved progress in many fields.

"He has opened the eyes of the community to gl obalisation and Ml aysi ans
are indeed indebted to him"

Sultan Sharafuddin said the Prine Mnister had al so given Sel angor the
opportunity to develop economically and to achieve its devel oped target
status by 2005.

Mal aysi a's good standing in the world and being seen as a role nodel by
many, especially anong Islanmc nations, was also the results of Dr
Mahathir's efforts.

Sultan Sharafuddin said he prayed that the Prinme Mnister and w fe would
be bl essed with good health and protected by Allah.

In his speech, Dr Mhathir thanked the Sultan, saying the award neant a
lot to himand his famly.

He al so said he hoped the Sultan, the Raja Miuda of Selangor and famly
menbers woul d be bl essed with good health and | ongevity.

Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Dr Mohd Khir Toyo described Dr Mahathir as the
architect of nodern Ml aysia.

He said the Prine Mnister had placed Mal aysia on par wth other
nations, adding that Ml aysians should emulate his many virtues,
especially his fighting spirit.

Al so present at the cerenony and a State banquet to mark the event were
Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi, Cabinet nenbers,
State Governnent officials and nmenbers of the Selangor royal famly.
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