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Dr Mahathir - a great |slamc thinker whose ideas help Mislins

ALOR STAR, Sat. - The Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad is a
great Islamc thinker who not only cones up with ideas and plans to help
the Muslins, but inplenments them effectively as well.

Speci al Affairs Departnment director-general Datuk Zainal Abidin Abdul
Kadir said Dr Mahathir's success in bringing devel opnment to the country
had made Ml aysia the envy of other Islamc nations.

He said although there were quarters who felt the label of "Islanic
t hi nker" should only be accorded to ulama, there were famous Islanic
thinkers during the tinme of Prophet Mhanmad who were not anong the ranks
of ulama |ike Saidina Orar Al -Khatab

O her exanples of Islamic thinkers, he said, were Mhaned | gbal who
hel ped pronote the causes of Islam through education, and Janal uddin Al -
Af ghani, who urged Muslins to free thenselves from Wstern colonisation in
the 19th century.

"We have to adnmit that Dr Mahathir has always included |Islanic val ues
and ideals in his plans and projects.

"H s Look East policy, for exanple, was actually based on a concept
greatly pronoted by the Prophet in that Mislins should be encouraged to
seek know edge, even if they have to travel all the way to China to do
so," he said after attending the |aunch of a one-day seminar on "Dr
Mahathir: An Islanmic Thinker in the 21st Century" here today.

The seminar was jointly organi sed by the Kedah and Perlis Specia
Affairs Departnents.

Zainal Abidin said the departnent would continue to organi se such
semnars to help the people understand the concept of an Islamc thinker.

"By doing this, we hope the present generation will be notivated to
emul ate Dr Mahathir.

"W al so hope to redress the notion which had been propagated by sone
quarters here that an Islamc thinker should dress or behave in a certain
way, " he said.

Meanwhi | e, one of the four speakers at the seminar, political witer
Astora Jabat said the people need only | ook at Putrajaya to see how Dr
Mahat hir was able to turn to reality his vision of creating an Islamc
t ownshi p.

"The concept of Putrajaya which is situated within a garden with a river
flowing through it, nmatches the concept of an ideal Islamc town," he said
in his paper entitled "Briefs on the Islanic Thoughts of Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad".
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