20/ 05/ 2003

Dr Mahathir on the only way to rid country of drug scourge

PUTRAJAYA, Mon. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said today
drug abuse, especially anong the younger generation, could only be
eradi cated through the inculcation of good values and proper education

Dr Mahathir who is also the patron of Penadam said the drug nenace
whi ch had constantly remained as the nation's primary threat, could not be
possi bly wi ped out with severe puni shnent al one. .

"Qur laws are very strict, but as in any other cases people still break
the law. ... Only the inculcation of good values to our children wll
prevent them from bei ng hooked on drugs.

"Parents must bring up their children with the understanding that drug
abuse is sonething very filthy (najis). If we create such an awareness
froma tender age then our future generation could be safe fromthe evils
of drugs.

"We rnust inpress upon our children that drug abuse will rob them of
life," Dr Mahathir said in his speech at a dinner organised by Penadam at
hi s residence here.

If parents were to teach their children to regard drugs as uncl ean,
dangerous and sonething which would bring diseases like the incurable
H VW AIDS, it would help in reducing the problem..

"The CGovernnment has spent huge anounts of noney to rehabilitate drug
addi cts but nost of themreturn to the damed path after sonetine. Not
only that, they also indulge in all sorts of crine...

"We have to build a strong personality and good spiritual resistance to
enabl e our children to reject drugs."

Congratul ati ng Pemadam and others who have assisted the Governnent in
fighting the "eneny of the nation", he said although nost addicts returned
to their old habits after counselling and rehabilitative neasures, the
situation woul d have been worse if bodies |ike Pemadam had not played
their role.

During the dinner tonight, Dr Mhathir received RV80,000 in
contributions for Permadam from corporate figures and conpani es

Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali was honoured at the reception when
she was accorded the "lIbu Srikandi Pemadant for her part in fighting the
drug nenace.
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