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Dr Mahathir: Establish direct trade ties with Algeria

Carol yn Hong

PRIME M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad | ast night called on the
private sector to be nore aggressive in establishing profitable and direct
trade ties with Algeria.

He said last year's bilateral trade figures of US$100 mllion (RV380
mllion) were marginal and did not reflect the true potential of both
countries.

"Direct trading should be encouraged rather than through a third
country," he said at a state dinner hosted by Al gerian President Abdel aziz
Bouteflika at Palais de la Culture.

Dr Mahathir said the potential sectors for further co-operation included
i nformati on and communi cati ons technol ogy, construction, education and
tourism

He noted that both countries' national oil conpanies, Petronas and
Sonatrach, already have co-operation

He al so said Malaysia was ready to share its experience with Algeria in
devel opi ng and nanaging its econony.

"To achi eve econoni c devel opnent is not easy. Ml aysia's own experience
is not rosy. There are bound to be difficulties but these are not
i nsur nount abl e.

"Hard work, deternination and proper planning and determ ned execution
are keys to achi eve econoni c devel opnent. "

The Prime M nister added that he hoped Al geria would benefit froma
study undertaken by Ml aysia's experts on the diversification of its
econony.

Rel ati ons between Ml aysia and Al geria, he said, had inproved by |eaps
and bounds based on nutual respect and understandi ng

"Peopl e-to-peopl e contact is equally inportant and shoul d be
encouraged, " he said, adding that the news exchange agreenent to be signed
bet ween Bernana and Al gerie Presse Service would help to generate better
under st andi ng.

Dr Mahathir said Al geria had trenendous potential in terns of its
natural wealth and well-educated young people. Its economc reforns showed
that it was deternmined to inprove the well-being of its people.

Algeria's negotiations to join the Wrld Trade O ganisation and
successful conclusion of the Euro-Mediterranean Associ ation Agreenent with
the European Union sent a clear nessage of Algeria' s potential

"The future of Algeria is very bright," he said.

He added that both Mal aysia and Al geria had co-operated in various
i nternational fora, and thanked Bouteflika for the country's support
during the Non-Aligned Myvenment summit hosted by Kuala Lunpur in February.

He expressed confidence that Ml aysia would have Algeria' s full
participation in the Organisation of the Islam c Conference sumit in
Cct ober .

"Muslim countries nust unite to defend our inmage. The perception of
Islam as a religion that pronotes acts of terror should be corrected

"Both Malaysia and Al geria share a common position in the fight against
terrorism" he said.

He added that Malaysia continued to hope for a return to the
multilateral system in achieving world peace through the United Nations
especially in solving the problemin Iraq.

"lraqg is very likely to descend into anarchy unless the United Nations



takes full control. The Iraqgis nust regain their independence soonest," he
sai d.
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