03/ 12/ 2003
Dr Mahathir: Support Abdullah in his choice of deputy

Carol yn Hong

TUN Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad expressed confidence that Datuk Seri Abdullah
Ahrmad Badawi woul d rmake the right decision in his choice of deputy, and
urged full support for the Prine Mnister's decision

"He is entitled to choose his deputy and | want the people to support
his decision,” Dr Mahathir said during a dialogue with Ml aysian students
here on Monday.

He noted sone people were worried Abdullah had not named his deputy but
said "that is his right", adding that he hinself had chosen his own
deputies, "all four of thent.

Calling on the rakyat to support the Barisan Nasional Governnent, he
said he would always be a supporter of the BN and would campai gn for the
Government during elections.

He said that even though he may not agree with some of the decisions
made by the Governnment, he would never seek to undermine it.

Dr Mahathir, who had planned a quiet holiday in London after a trip to
Ronme, could not resist the call to neet Mal aysi an students here,
especially since it was Hari Raya Aidilfitri. Ml aysia Hall was standing
room only when he arrived for an informal dial ogue, which was arranged at
short notice.

Tun Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali, who was al so present at Ml aysia Hall
qui pped smilingly after the question and answer session: "It |ooks I|ike
still don't have nmy husband back yet!"

To a question on the |eadership transition a nonth ago, Dr Mahathir
described it as "so far, so good"

He advised the students to nake a w se choice for their country when it
cane to the elections and reject those who want to "do a Taliban on us"

On his recent coments about the Jews, which was widely reported in the
London newspapers, Dr Mahathir said he spoke the truth.

"Prove that it's not true and | will accept it," he said, adding that
his criticismof Mislins had gone unnoticed but his comrents on the Jews
had |l ed himto be branded "abom nabl e"

He said he was not against the Jews but had nerely pointed out what he
had seen was w ong.

Picking up on the political tone, several students spoke of their hope
for a Malaysia that was |less divided along racial lines and where politics
was based on ideol ogy, not race.

Dr Mahathir agreed that the situation was not entirely satisfactory,
noting that a Bangsa Ml aysia could not enmerge out of economic disparity
anong the races and hei ghtened racial politics.

Econonic disparity caused people to feel insecure about their interests
and racial politics forced political parties to be increasingly vocal in
champi oni ng their own causes.

"These are all constraints in the devel opnent of a Bangsa Ml aysia," he
sai d.

He, however, felt that ideol ogy-based politics could be equally divisive
if the ideology becanme the ends, rather than the neans.

"Mal aysia has no ideology. If it has one at all, it is pragmatism" he
sai d.

O his life as Prine Mnister, he said he was notivated by a |ove for
the job and the results of his work, acknow edging that it was good to
have had so nmuch tine at the helm



"l had the opportunity to plan, inplenent and make corrections along the
way, " he said.

In defence of his "anbitious" projects, he said to inmagine a Milaysia
wi t hout a Penang Bridge, North-South Expressway, KL |International Airport
or Petronas Twin Towers, all necessary projects for the future. Mre
i mportantly, Malaysia could afford to build them

H's job now, he said, was to explain Malaysia to the world. "It's a
| abour of |ove."



	Dr Mahathir: Support Abdullah in his choice of deputy (NST 03/12/2003)

