17/ 10/ 2003

Dr Mahathir's speech an eye-opener and wake-up call to unite, say |eaders

O C | eaders and del egates yesterday described Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad' s speech as an eye-opener and a wake-up call for the
umrah to unite.

They agreed that the thought-provoki ng speech, Dr Mahathir's first as
the 10th O C chairman, had clearly pin-pointed weaknesses of the Mislim
comruni ty.

Af ghan President Hamid Karzai said the Prine Mnister had stated clearly
and eloquently the current situation facing the ummah.

He said it was an eye-opener for nany, adding that this was what the
sumit was supposed to be.

Paki st an President Pervez Misharraf said: "The speech is excellent. He
touched on every aspect the Muslimummh is going through.”

Egyptian Foreign M nister Ahned Mahir |ikened the speech to a road map
towards progress which should be seriously inplenmented by the Mislim
wor | d.

He said the Prime Mnister had not only made a shrewd and deep
assessnent of the situation facing the Muslim world but had al so spelt out
nmeasures to overcone the problens.

"He has napped out an el aborate programme of action. | hope Islanic
countries can follow the road nap," he said.

On the M ddl e-East conflict, Ahnmed put the blanme on the coll apse of
peace tal ks on Israel, adding the Jewish State had thwarted every effort
to bring both parties to the negotiating table.

"W see every effort nade by country after country and organi sations
being frustrated by Israel," said Ahned.

| srael, he added, should realise that violence and turbulence in the
M ddl e East woul d not be beneficial to anyone.

Ahnmed' s deputy, Mhd Ezzel din Abdel Monem noted that Dr Mhathir had
delivered a frank and courageous speech

"It is adnmirable. It is a speech based on profound anal ysis and
research.”

He said Dr Mahathir was a good | eader sensitive to the sentinments and
aspirations of the people.

"His inprints will remain in the works and structure of AQC."

Pal esti ne anbassador to Mal aysia Ahnmad Al -Farra said Dr Mahathir's cal
for unity should be supported.

"I'f we are weak, nobody will respect us. The world only respects the
strong and powerful, and it does not pay heed to the weak," he said.

On the futile effort to liberate Pal estine as nentioned by Dr Mhathir,
Ahrmad said they nmerely wanted a practical and just solution to the |ong-
drawn crisis.

"W do not want war ... we want peace. W are calling on all parties to
strive for peace."

Defence M nister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak said Dr Mahathir had
outlined what has to be done by Mislim nations.

"He stated clearly that before pursuing anything, one should first think
and strategise.

"This has to be done although it may cause us to be left behind. It wll
be worth the delay as long as we will enmerge victorious in the end."

Najib said all Mislins should al so ponder Dr Mahathir's call for w sdom
in settling disputes and that one should not resort to revenge



Pas president Datuk Seri Abdul Hadi Awang prai sed the speech but was
quick to add that the effectiveness of the summit remained to be seen.
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