09/ 05/ 2003

Dr M Plans to set up research |abs on diseases

BI NTULU, Thurs. - The Covernnment has decided to allocate funds to set up
| aboratories capable of conducting tests on diseases |like the Severe Acute
Respiratory Syndrone (SARS), Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad said today.

The Prine Mnister said |essons learnt from the SARS outbreak showed how
vital it was for the Government and health authorities to respond speedily
in identifying the virus, its causes and nethods of transm ssion,
devel opi ng the vaccine and nmeasures to be carried out to contain the
out br eak.

"This is sonething that we nust be prepared to handle. In the future,
there will be nmore of such diseases due to nutation of bacteria and
Vi ruses.

"W are going to face this kind of problemall the tinme, so we have to
have a proper agenda or programme to deal with them™"™ he said at a Press
conference after opening the Petronas Liquified Natural Gas (LNG Conpl ex
near here.

Dr Mahathir was asked on the Governnent's ability and readiness to
conbat SARS which had clained nore than 500 lives and |eft thousands of
ot hers sick worl dw de.

Dr Mahathir also said the world faced the possibility of being attacked
by new drug-resistant diseases.

"Over the last ten years, we have seen H V/ AIDS, mad cow di sease and now
dengue. Although an ol d disease, it has becone endenic.

"Now we have drug-resistant malaria, tuberculosis, so the world is faced
with the possibility of being attacked by new drug-resi stant diseases.”

Taking a sw pe against the superpowers, Dr Mahathir said instead of
concentrating on research and finding ways to conbat such diseases, they
were nmore interested in devel opi ng new weapons.

"But of course the world spent billions of dollars perfecting the |atest
nucl ear bonmb so that they can kill nore people ... saving people is not
important (to them)."

Dr Mahathir was al so asked on Singapore entering into a trade agreenent
with the United States, to which he replied foreign countries were free to
do whatever they wanted.

Dr Mahathir, who had just conme back froma two-nonth | eave, was al so
asked whether he had obtained new i deas while on holiday that he woul d
like to introduce before his retirement in Cctober.

Replying in the affirmtive, he said there were sonme new things he
| earnt while overseas that could be enulated, but added he could not do
anyt hing rmuch in the next six nonths.

The Prine Mnister also made a brief stopover in Mri.

Dr Mahathir later left for Kuala Lunpur.
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