18/ 06/ 2003

Dr M Place party above self

UWNO president Datuk Seri Dr Mbhathir Mhamad has urged all party menbers
to place inportance on the party and not fight for positions or persona
gai n.

Dr Mahathir said the priority now was to prepare for the genera
el ection and neet the expectations of the people. Support nust be given to
all candidates selected by the party |eadership, he added

Thi s advice was given by Dr Mahathir at a cl osed-door briefing to
del egat es ahead of the general assenbly tonorrow, according to party
| eaders who attended the briefing yesterday.

Dr Mahathir urged |eaders to serve not just party nmenbers, but also
t hose outside the party.

He said | eaders should |look at their positions not as a means of serving
their personal interests, but those of their followers

Party vice-president Datuk Seri Najib Razak said Dr Mbhathir stressed
the qualities of a good |eader.

"He said we nust not place inportance on personal gain or attenpt to
satisfy the needs of those aligned to us.

"The | eadership concept nust be adhered to and we nust be sensitive to
the people's problens."

Vi ce-president Tan Sri Muhanmmad Muhammad Taib said Dr Mahathir had
enphasi sed that Umo | eaders nust put the party above self.

"Menbers must be united and avoid fighting for posts to preserve the
strength of the party.”

Wanita Umo head Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz said Dr Mahathir wanted the
nmenbers to work selflessly to win in the general election and not fight
anong thensel ves and destroy the party.

Sabah Umo |iaison comrittee head Datuk Misa Anman said the president's
advice was tinely.

"What is inportant is that for the next election, whoever is chosen as a
candi date nmust be accepted. There should not be any squabbling as what is
inmportant is the party.

"Sabah Barisan Nasional will also adhere to the advice of the party
| eadership.”

Sel angor Umo |iaison commttee head Datuk Seri Dr Mhd Khir Toyo said
whoever were chosen as candi dates nust be given full support.

"Do not create problens for the candidates as, in the end, it will be
the party that suffers.”

Kedah Umo I|iaison chief Datuk Seri Syed Razak Syed Zain said Dr
Mahat hi r advi sed del egates to view their positions as responsibilities
instead of opportunities for themto enrich thenselves and acquire power.

"It's a big responsibility for those with the highest posts.”

Johor Umo liaison comrmittee chairman Datuk Abdul Ghani O hman said the
nost inportant nessage from Dr Mahathir's address was that all nenbers
shoul d concentrate on preparing the party for the com ng general election.

"He stressed that our loyalty should strictly remain with the party and
not to individual candidates.

"I't should not matter who is selected as an el ection candi date because
the fact remains that what is inportant is the work we have to do for the
peopl e, not who will get the positions."

Perlis Umo liaison commttee head Datuk Seri Shahidan Kassim said Dr
Mahat hir wanted all Umo nenbers to give priority to party affairs



"We can only serve the people well if we understand their problens and
find ways to overcone them?"”
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