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KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad today
called on Ml aysians not to rest on their laurels but to enbrace life-Iong
learning if they are to thrive in a know edge-based econony.

Dr Mahathir, speaking at the launch of Bank Negara's International
Centre for Leadership in Finance (ICLIF), said life-long |earning would
sharpen thinking skills and bring about a paradigm shift to make
Mal aysi ans "nore responsi bl e, nodern, progressive, confident and proud of
our achi evenments".

"W need to build systens and institutions that encourage |earning at
all levels and continuously," he added, noting that life-long |earning was
essential in the K-economy, which utilised know edge and skills that
constantly needed to be upgraded.

"New skills and expertise will be required to inprove enployability and
productivity. The old idea that once you are trained for sonething then
you continue to do the sane thing over and over again for years, is no
| onger tenable. Your work and your skills will have to change with the
conti nuous technol ogi cal changes over tine," he said.

Wth know edge and continuous |earning, Malaysians would know how to
adopt good practices fromothers and adapt themto suit the country's
needs.

He said the Governnment had laid the foundation of Vision 2020 through
its own policies, instead of blindly adopting the Wstern nodel of
devel opnent .

"We are bound neither by socialist nor capitalist ideologies. W are
pragmati sts, doing what is possible and ignoring idealistic dreans. The
country's unique path to devel opnment was evi denced by the choices it nade
to transformitself froman agriculture-based econony to an industrial -
based one," he said.

"(Since) Malaysia |lacked industrial expertise, capital or managenent
skills, or know edge of the narket, we decided to invite foreigners to
start manufacturing industries in Ml aysia. W were prepared to forego
t axes because we wanted to create jobs for our people. W also wanted to
| earn about manufacturing, to absorb the technology so we could reduce our
dependence on foreigners."

Mal aysia did all this in contrast to other new y-i ndependent countri es,
whi ch nationalised their foreign holdings and closed their narkets to
foreign goods, Dr Mahathir noted

Qutlining sone of Malaysia's successes, he said many industries were now
Mal aysi an- owned and nanaged. The popul ati on was now sone 25 mllion and
per capita inconme was al nost US$4, 000 (RML5, 200), while 82 per cent of
exports, worth US$100 billion (RVM380 billion) conprised manufactured
goods.

Mal aysi a had even managed to export local skills and expertise in fields
such as civil engineering, used hiotechnology to inprove yields in palm
oi | and rubber and devel oped conputer hardware and software for export.

These successes had caused Mal aysia to be viewed as a nodel devel oping
country, Dr Mhathir noted, and called on Ml aysians to change their
m ndset accordingly.

"These achi evenents require a shift in the mindset of Malaysians towards
perseverance and determ nation, wllingness to conpete, self-confidence,
resilience and readi ness to innovate,” he said.



He said the Governnent was pronoting life-long |earning by increasing
Internet penetration into rural areas, opening community colleges and
universities, allowi ng distance |earning and fundi ng educati on.
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