09/ 05/ 2003
Dr M I'mnot bothered... (HL)

Ram an Sai d

Bl NTULU, Thurs. - Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad said today it is not
worthwhile arguing with Wstern-based publications |ike The Econom st as
they had devel oped a bi ased view of Ml aysi a.

Appearing not in the |east bothered by criticisms bent on running him
down, the Prime Mnister said such nmmgazines, and the people behind them
held the belief that people in the Wst were always smarter and better
than people in the East or devel oping countries.

"I'f we show them a piece of white paper, they will say it is black. Wen
we ask why it is black, they will say "I don't know but | see it is
bl ack,'" he added.

Dr Mahathir was asked to comment on The Economi st, which recently
publ i shed reports belittling the Ml aysian CGovernnment and its | eadership.

He was speaking at a Press conference after opening the Petronas
Liquified Natural Gas (LNG Conmplex near here, his first official public
function since returning to work on Monday after a two-nonth | eave

Dr Mahathir said the London-based magazi ne had no credibility as
attested by the nmany wong predictions it had nade in the past against
Mal aysi a and many other countries, including Britain.

"This is because they are not reporting. What they are interested in is
to run down people, be critical and that way they can sell their stupid
magazi ne. "

Dr Mahathir also said: "Wen Ml aysia has done far better than
practically all the other countries that achieved independence at the sane
time with us, they are not happy.

"They would like to see us fighting each other, like in Africa, unable
to nanage our own country.

"I't is not worthwhile trying to convince them because they can never be
convi nced. Why? Because of this white men's attitude - that white nmen are
cleverer than sawo matang (col oured) people like us."

Dr Mahathir said if The Econom st was | ooking ways to pit one person
agai nst another, "let them do that, | amnot going to respond to such
stupidity".

On whet her the CGovernment had any plans to ban magazines |ike The
Economi st, he said there were none.

"I think Ml aysians are very intelligent. They know when they see dirt.
I think they can distinguish dirt... this is pure dirt."

Earlier, Dr Mahathir congratul ated the managenent and staff of Petronas
for their quick acquisition of know edge and skills which had nmade the
conpany an international player

Recalling the decision to establish the company, he said it was done
with trepidation, adding that the Governnment never really expected nuch
fromit.

"Certainly, we never imagined that Petronas would be operating in many
foreign countries, prospecting for oil and gas, producing, refining
| ayi ng pi pes, transporting and trading in oil.

"But today, Petronas is known throughout the world. | think we have nade
sonme progress in this industry,” he said.

Al so present at the opening of the Petronas LNG Conpl ex were Sarawak
Chief Mnister Tan Sri Abdul Taib Mahnud, Petronas chairman Tan Sri Azi zan
Zai nul Abidin, and Petronas president and chief executive officer Tan Sri
Hassan Mari can.



At the Press conference, asked by this reporter on Datuk Seri Abdullah
Ahmad Badawi 's performance in running the country during his two-nonth
| eave, he said his deputy had done well as acting Prime Mnister

"I think he has cone through with flying colours,” he said. "One thing |
can assure you is that while | was on holiday, Abdullah did not ring nme up
to find out what he should do."

Dr Mahathir, who was in a jovial npod, added: "He was able to carry on
on his own. Although he did report sone of the things, all decisions were
his. So, | think he has done well in the last two nonths... | wi sh ny
hol i day was | onger."
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