30/ 10/ 2003
Dr M Up to Pak Lah to decide on his deputy

Ni k I nran Abdul | ah

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad toni ght
said he would leave it to his successor Datuk Seri Abdullah Badawi to

deci de on his deputy when Abdul | ah assunes the prem ership.

Dr Mahathir said this was Abdul |l ah's prerogative.

"No, no, there is no advice ...(that's) his business,"” he said when
asked whet her Abdullah had consulted him for advice on the appointnment of
the next Deputy Prine Mnister.

Dr Mahathir was speaking to reporters after perfornming the teraw h
prayers at the National Msque after breaking fast with about 10, 000
peopl e.

Al so present were Abdullah and ot her Cabinet nmenbers including Defence
M ni ster Datuk Seri Mhd Najib Razak, Information Mnister Tan Sri Khalil
Yaakub, Winen and Fanmily Devel opment M ni ster Datuk Shahrizat Abdul Jalil,
Donestic Trade and Consuner Affairs Mnister Tan Sri Mihyiddin Yassin and
Mnisters in the Prime Mnister's Department Senator Datuk Seri Abdul
Ham d Zai nal Abdin and Datuk Tengku Adnan Tengku Mansor

Before the breaking of fast, which was organised by the Federal
Territory Umo liaison committee, Dr Mahathir, who is Umo president, also
handed out presents to 1,600 poor people who received RMLOO, rice, dates
and nedici ne.

To a question froma foreign journalist, Dr Mahathir said he had his day
running the country and it was now the turn of others to |ead.

"I had 22 years and | think that's enough. If | live a 100 years there
will still be things that cannot be done.
"I can't conplain. I'mquite happy as | am" he said.

On the silence of other Miuslim | eaders who did not defend himwhen he
was attacked by the West over his remarks on Jews, Dr Maharhir said: "I

don't expect themto defend ne. | have never been defended by them anyway.
.1 have never been defended by nost other countries. | say what | want
to say, | don't expect people to support ne.

"I only say what | think is the truth and you know the pressure the
Muslim countries are under at the nonent.

"You say anything and sanctions will be applied, all kinds of arm
twisting will be applied to them So they do not say anything. But | know
they do synpathise with what | see."
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