24/ 02/ 2003

Dr M Set up NAM Busi ness Council and have special |eaders sessions

THE i naugural NAM Busi ness Forum ki cked off yesterday with |eaders and
m ni sters of the non-aligned grouping doninating the proceedi ngs.

Taki ng the cue was the keynote address by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad, who nooted the idea of setting up NAM Busi ness Counci
and special |eaders and mnisterial sessions.

South Africa President Thabo M/uyelwa Moeki, India Prine Mnister Ata
Bi hari Vaj payee, |ndonesia President Megawati Sukarnoputri and Thail and
Prime Mnister Thaksin Shinawatra also took part in the special |eaders
session. Business |eaders, captains of industry and policy-makers wll
make their voice heard today.

At the end of the forum they will adopt a 10-point declaration that
general ly highlighted the role of businesses in advancing political and
econom ¢ growth and devel opment in NAM countries.

The inputs will then be subnmitted to the heads of states and governnents
who woul d engage in the Sumrit proper fromtoday.

Yesterday, the forumwas told that the private sector's growth and
expansi on woul d spur the capacity-building of societies in NAM countries
overal | .

Probl enms and possible renedies, as well as remi nders affecting nenber
countries, were raised by mnisters from Mal aysia, China, Chana, Sudan and
Bangl adesh at a special ministerial session on "Facilitating Trade and
I nvest ment Links Among Sout h- South Countries: The Way Forward".

Human Resources M nister Datuk Fong Chan Onn said a critical issue faced
by countries of the South was the shortage of skilled manpower caused by
| ack of investment in hunman capital

He suggested that the countries expand existing programmes anong
t hensel ves and explore new areas of opportunity.

Sudan Finance and National Econony Mnister El Zubeir Ahnmed El Hassan
touched on the ever growing digital divide between the South and North

"The digital gap has been fortified by the emergence of nultinational
and global firnms protected by their regional blocs and encouraged by hone
countries' policies to nerge and regroup thenselves to form super
conpani es,"” El Zubeir said.

Ghana vice-president Aliu Mahama said the South would have no option but
to unite and pursue conmmon or well-co-ordinated policies and progranmes
that would ultinmately extricate them from sticky webs of restrictions and
conditionalities.

"It is time the novenent abandoned the path of self-pity and
mar gi nal i sati on, dependency and the relics of colonial nentality," said
Ghana permanent representative to United Nations Nana Effah-Apenteng on
behal f of his vice-president.

Bangl adesh Comrerce Mnister Amir Khosru M Chowdhury is hopeful that
the forum will achieve a breakthrough in addressing issues relating to
trade and devel opment in devel oping countries, which accounts for four
fifths of the world's popul ati on.
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