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Dr M Too little spent on cures

Deborah Loh

KUALA LUWUR, Thurs. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mbhanmad today
criticised the global trend of excessive military spending at the expense
of better research into curing di seases.

Speaki ng at the opening of the Asian Society for Cardiovascul ar
Surgery's 11th annual neeting, he also hit out at research funding which
poured nmore noney into new drugs that only the rich could afford

"We shall not wi pe out AIDS, tuberculosis, nalaria or other infectious
di seases that plague the devel oping world because too little noney is
bei ng spent to cure or prevent these diseases.

"These diseases are of the poor who will not be able to pay for the cost
of research through high prices. But research on inpotency and its cure
prom ses nore returns

"Vast ampunts are dedicated to the problens of the rich who are the
peopl e keen on restoring their virility. The poor are resigned to
eventually lose their drive and to fade away," he said in his keynote
address at the conference. He said despite mankind's advancenents in
sci ence and technol ogy, nedicines were still not available to all groups
of peopl e because of the high cost.

On government hospitals, Dr Mahathir noted that several ultra-nodern
ones were being built but the CGovernnent faced problens in finding
surgeons and staff.

The difficulty lay in the high salaries offered by the private sector,
whi ch the CGovernment knew it could never match, he said.

"Shoul d the Governnent increase the pay, the private sector can nore
than match it. That is the dilenma of the Governnment. | see no end to the
di | emma because the nore doctors that we produce and train, the bigger is
the demand for their services as the standard of living rises."

Dr Mahat hir, who underwent coronary bypass surgery in 1989, also urged
conference delegates to practise the "human touch"” in dealing with their
pati ents.

On Mal aysia's advancenents in cardiac surgery, Dr Mihathir said the
country had been successful in using the nost up-to-date nethods and
technol ogy, especially at the National Heart Institute (IJN)

The 1JN conducts about 2,500 heart surgeries yearly, out of the 4,000
such operations in the country. Since operating in 1992, it has quickly
adopted many new techniques previously only available in the West.

I JN consul tant cardi othoracic surgeon Datuk Dr Mohd Azhari Yakub, who is
al so the conference organising chairman, said the Governnent had been very
supportive in adopting new nedi cal technol ogy.

"The Government has never made cost a primary factor when they allow the
i ntroduction of new technology here. This is in contrast with sone
countries where nedical progress is hanpered by a lack of funds," he told
reporters at a Press briefing later.

Wil e the cost of new technol ogies would be passed on to the patient, he
said these would be off-set by shorter recovery periods and | esser tinme
spent in hospital

Dr Azhari also said it was up to the Governnent to find a solution on
how best to retain its doctors.

The week-1ong conference is organised by the Ml aysia Association of
Thoraci ¢ and Cardi ovascul ar Surgery and is attended by 750 del egates from
26 countries.
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