10/ 06/ 2003
Dr M Region nmust think for itself

Fi rdaus Abdul | ah

PUTRAJAYA, Mbn. - Sout heast Asian nations nust learn to think for
thenselves if they are to create an inpact on the world, Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mbohamad sai d here today.

The Prine Mnister said rather than conform to standards, practices and
way of life that were demanded by others, nations in the region should re-
exam ne conventional thoughts and fornulate things which were beneficia
for them

"I think if you talk about |eadership in Southeast Asia, it's tinme
Sout heast Asia thinks for itself," he said at the inaugural opening dinner
and di al ogue of the Asia Inc forum on Leadership for Southeast Asia

Present were nore than 100 corporate, political and non-governnenta
organi sation figures from Southeast Asia, the United States, Hong Kong and
Australia, as well as Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali, the Prine
Mnister's wfe.

"Don't do what is normally expected of you; have some surprises.

"l believe that Southeast Asia can nmke an inpact, not only in the
region or in Asia but throughout the world if we learn to think for
oursel ves and do what is good for us."

Dr Mahathir said |eadership in its true context should provide
chal | enges and not follow the same path that had been taken by everyone.

"Leadership neans, to nme at least, to create sonething that is slightly
extraordi nary, off the beaten track

"Sonetines, of course, you fall over the cliff but you have to clinmb out
again. Quite often taking the other path m ght give you sonme advantage and
m ght hel p you achi eve what you want.

"I'f leaders point in the same direction as everybody else is going,
don't think there is nuch to be said about such | eadership. Anybody can
point in the direction that everybody is going.

"I'f you want the leadership to do that (follow in the same direction) we
can do without |eaders, at |east sone of the |eaders

"I think it is a good thing if we question everything. W question
everything that is conventional, everything that is normal and we question
everything that we have been doing all the tinme."

Dr Mahathir said the concept of Japan |ncorporated was condemmed even
t hough the coll aboration between the Japanese Governnent and the private
sector hel ped Japan's post-war recovery.

He said Malaysia took a radical step by emulating the Japan Incorporated
concept and openly pronoted Mal aysia Incorporated, a close co-operation
bet ween the CGovernment and the private sector, although such a co-
operation was criticised as cronyism

"We think that every business and businessman is the crony of the
Gover nment because when they do well we benefit through the taxes that we
collect fromthem So for us there is nothing wong in such a
col | aborati on.

"This kind of thinking cones fromrejecting the conventional w sdom
There is no reason why we should not work with the private sector."”

He added that Ml aysia had prospered thus far due to the practice of re-
exam ni ng everything and formnul ati ng new ways of doing things.

He said Ml aysia chall enged conventional w sdom during the 1997/98
currency crisis and energed from the disastrous situation and continued to
grow due to such thinking and approach



Dr Mahat hir expl ai ned that doing things the unconventional way was not
new in Ml aysia as even the first Prime Mnister, Tengku Abdul Rahman,
took the initiative to build a strong nultiracial nation.

At the dialogue, the Prine Mnister was asked a host of questions - how
he had nanaged to bring Malaysia to where it is today, the US war on
terror, and the inportance of nmintaining the noderate way of life of
Muslinms in the region.

Acknow edgi ng that naintaining noderation was sonething very
chal l enging, Dr Mahathir said the chall enge could be overcome only by
speaki ng and pronoting the truth.

"The war against lraq for instance, if we blindly support the war
al t hough there exists genuine opposition with valid reasons, then the
extrem sts would win and the noderates cannot do anything about it.

"So it is inmportant to tell the truth, even if sone nations may not be
too happy with you," he said.
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