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PRIME M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad said denocracy could not be
equated with religion as the fornmer had its weaknesses.

"Denocracy cannot be inplenented without taking into consideraton the
[ ocal situation.

"If practised blindly, the people and the country will suffer,” he said.

He said it nust be renmenbered that the Wst took about 200 years to
achieve a liberal denocratic systemwhich they currently practised.

"However, their systemtoo has its shortcomi ngs. There is political
corruption, manipulation of power and once in a while, a |eader gets
assassinated," he said.

Dr Mahathir said this in reply to questions posed by Dr Tan Seng G aw
( DAP- Kepong), Mhd Nasir Che Daud (Pas-Kuala Krai) and Tan Kok Wi ( DAP-
Cheras) on the state of denocracy, nation building and supremacy of
Parl i ament .

He said there would only be good admi nistration if all parties
understood and were aware of the shortcomings in a denocratic system

"So the practitioners should be careful and nust avert any abuse of the
system " he said.

Dr Mahathir said the interpretation of denocracy varied from one nation
to anot her.

"Sorme are extremely free that they all ow honpbsexual rel ationships and
marriage with the sanme sex,"” he said.

The Prine Mnister said the basis for the systemwas to allow the people
to elect a Governnent and change it if they disliked the present
admi ni stration.

Dr Mahathir said Ml aysia faced different challenges as it was nulti
raci al .

"While we accept the freedomto express, we nust also be aware that
raci al sentinments could destabilise the country.

"When there are racial riots, we will [ose our rights. People will be
injured and killed while properties will be damaged and busi nesses
affected,” he said.

To a supplenentary question from Dr Tan on how to naintain peace and
practise tolerance, Dr Mahathir in jest said he should join the Barisan
Nasi onal because it represented the interest of all parties and races.

"We can sit and discuss sensitive issues without being enotional," he
said, citing the Vision School concept which was agreed upon in a very
har noni ous nanner.

The Opposition, he said, had tried to copy the BN but failed mserably.

"There is only mistrust and hatred anong them" he said.

Respondi ng to Datuk Mhamad Aziz (BN-Sri Gading), Dr Mahathir said there
woul d be differences of opinion in a society but there should not be rnuch
variation on basic issues.

"Mal aysia is unique because all ©Mlays are Miuslins and follow the Sunni
sect of Imam Shafie," he said.

He said there should be no differences anong Miuslinms in Malaysia as far
as religion was concerned.

"There can be differences in policies like how to help the Bum puteras
and forge relations with non-Mislins.

"Sadly, in the process of influencing others, there are groups which
want to look for mstakes to the extent of cursing God," he said.



Dr Mahat hir said although non-Muslins were the minority, nost supported
the policies of the Governnent.

"Except for the 1969 racial clashes, we never had any clashes of that
nature like we see in other nulti-racial countries,"” he said, adding that
the BN gave due consideration to the needs of the Ml ays and non- Ml ays.

"The people did not support themin the past nor will they do so in the
next general election," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the Opposition should be grateful because there were
countries which clained to be denpcratic but opposition nenbers were not
gi ven the opportunity to sit in Parlianent.

"Instead they are prosecuted for various charges and convicted. They
|l ose their status as el ected representati ves.

"In Malaysia they are not only vocal but are free to speak during
debates," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the Opposition also msinterpreted the Quran for
personal gains and never adnmitted their nistakes.
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