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DATUK Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad, reflecting on all his visits abroad as
part of his official duties, recalled how nuch these assignhnments had

enl i ghtened him and served as constant rem nders in his approach to work.

The Prime Mnister said visits to developing countries often inspired
himto achieve nore for the country while those to devel oped countries
offered him new i nputs such as those he acquired from Japan.

Asked at an early norning Press conference for a review of his trips
abroad in the 22 years as Prime Mnister, Dr Mahathir said: "I found that
small countries tend to be nore appreciative of such visits as seen in
Africa and the Pacific.

"But visits to devel oped countries are different. They tend to pay
attention if they wish to sell us something, such as their weapons

"But | nust say that trips to Japan yielded quite a few things, such as
loans to help us develop our country on friendly terns.

"They al so hel ped us to formulate the Look East policy."

Asked whether Mal aysia would play the sane role as Japan, Dr Mahathir
said the Governnment had already put in place several nechanisns towards
this, like the Ml aysian Techni cal Co-operation, which offers help to
poorer countries as a form of aid.

In dealing with other countries, especially |ess devel oped ones, the
Prime Mnister rem nded everyone not to forget the country's beginnings

"W were al so poor once and we went through a lot of hardship to devel op
our country.

"Let us not forget that. As we can see, some countries which got out of
poverty seened to have forgotten this fact and have becane arrogant.

"This is not going to serve us at all. W should learn from ot her
peopl e's experiences. | believe we should be friendly to everyone because
when we have many friends, we have fewer enenies. And this should offer us
some confort and security.

"This is vital because when we speak at international forunms or when
vying for jobs, we can count on the support of our friends."

Ti nor Leste and Papua New Guinea are the last two countries visited by
Dr Mahathir as Prine Mnister.

Asked why he chose these two, Dr Mahathir said: "Well, the first
countries | visited when | became the Prine Mnister were small island
nations |ike Tonga, Fiji and Sanmpa. This is consistent with ny belief that
we should be friendly to everyone.

"It also serves to remind nme not to take our peace and prosperity for
granted, especially after all the hardshi ps we went through

"W need to be always renmi nded of our poverty so that we can strive
harder..."

Asked whether he has any specific advice to the Malay community, Dr
Mahat hir said: "I always believe that the Ml ays should not |ook for short
cuts to wealth because there are none.

"They nust be disciplined, diligent and develop a work culture in search
of excell ence

"Selling one's assets is not necessarily the easiest and lasting way to
acquire wealth."
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