30/ 05/ 2003

Dr Ms views sought by all

PRIME M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad nmay be resigning in Cctober
but his views and |eadership after retirenment will still be much sought
after, especially by other Islamc countries.

Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d Al bar said many of his
counterparts wanted the Prime Mnister to visit their countries before he
st eps down.

"They would also like himto visit their countries even when he is no
| onger prinme mnister. They want himto give |lectures and share his ideas
with them"

Syed Hamid said Dr Mahathir was held in high esteem by nany Islanic
nations due to his strong |eadership and firm vi ews.

"He is accepted by all and as for Malaysia, it is one country known for
its ability to speak out without fear. They feel Ml aysia is capable of
speaki ng on behalf of the A C."

Mal aysia will host the OC Sunmit in Putrajaya in Cctober, with the
neeting to be chaired by Dr Mahathir. The Prine Mnister is expected to
step down after the sumit.

Syed Hamid said the Saudi Gazette, a Saudi Arabia paper, had al so
advocated the O C utilise Dr Mahathir's strong | eadership.
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