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Dr Siti Hasmah a nodel for wonen

M K. Megan

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Tun Dr Siti Hasnah Mohd Ali has regi stered many
firsts in her life, but perhaps the npbst nenorable is the Darjah Yang
Mulia Setia Mahkota Mal aysia (First Cass) conferred on her.

Wves of the country's former Prinme Mnisters were bestowed simlars
award after their husbands died, but Dr Siti Hasmah received it together
wi th her husband Tun Dr Mahathir Mhamad today from Yang di-Pertuan Agong
Tuanku Syed Sirajuddin.

She is one of the first Malay woman doctors in Ml aysia and the first
wonan to be a governnment nedical officer in Kedah.

She was also one of the first Malay wonen to take up nedicine at the
King Edward VII College of Medicine, University of Milaya in Singapore
after the war.

She graduated and joined the government health service in 1955.

She was appointed nmedical officer in the Maternal and Child Health
Departnment - the first wonman to the post - and in 1974 becane the first
woman to be appointed State Maternal and Child Health O ficer.

In short, Dr Siti Hasnah has set an exanple of personal and professional
achi evenent for all wonen in the country.

Si nce her husband became Prine Mnister in 1981, she has used her
position to canpaign tirelessly for wonen's health, famly planning, drug
abuse control and adult literacy. The award is a recognition of 22 years
of public service, voluntary work and |eadership in various fields.

As president of Bakti (Association of Wves of Mnisters and Deputy
Mnisters), Dr Siti Hasmah has been especially active in efforts to
educat e young people about the dangers of drug abuse.

She is also active internationally in pronoting the cause of rural
wonen. |In 1992, at the invitation of Queen Fabiola of Belgium she
attended the First Ladies Sunmit for the Economic Advancenent of Rural
Wen in Geneva.

She was chosen as one of the six Core-Goup Initiators of First Ladies
representing the Asia-Pacific Region.

In 1985, at the invitation of First Lady Nancy Reagan, she attended the
First Ladies' Conference on Drug Abuse in Washington. She al so represented
Mal aysia at the International Conference on Drug Abuse and Illicit
Trafficking in Vienna in 1987.

In February 1994, Dr Siti Hasnah attended the | SC Council Meeting in
Brussels. Then, in Septenber 1995, she was appointed Chairperson of the
Regi onal Steering Committee on the Econom c Advancenent of Rural and
Island Wonen for Asia Pacific Region. In Novenber 1996, she took over its
presi dency.

On the local front, Dr Siti Hasmah held the position of president of the
Mal aysi an G rl Cuides Association, chairman of the Kedah Family Pl anning
Associ ation, president of the Malaysian Medical Association Foundation,
president of the Association for the Rehabilitation of Handi capped
Children, vice-president of the Federation of Fanily Planning Associations
of Malaysia, patron of the Ml aysian Association of Maternal Health and
Neonate and patron of the Mal aysi an Pediatric Association.

She is the patron of the Badmi nton Association of Malaysia,
affectionately known as "Bonda Badnminton", and the country's No 1
badm nton fan.

Apart from the Tun award she received today, Dr Siti Hasmah has received



many ot her honours fromthe Yang Di Pertuan Agong, the Sultan of Sel angor
and the Sultan of Kedah, such as Knight G and Commander of the Mbst

Di stingui shed Order of the Royal Household of Kedah (SSDK), Knight
Conmander of the Mbst Honourable Order of the Crown of Selangor (DPMS),

O ficer of the Mdst Distinguished Order of the Defender of the Real m Kedah
(KWN), Companion of the Mst Honourable Order of the Crown of Kedah (SMWK)
and Di stingui shed Service Medal (PCK).

Dr Siti Hasmah is also the author of several articles on famly nmedicine
and the socio-economic factors associated with pregnancy and chil dbearing
in Mlaysia.

Besi des accompanyi ng her husband on donestic and foreign visits, Dr Siti
Hasmah finds the tine to be with her seven children and nunerous
grandchi | dren, besides pursuing her hobbies and other interests. On June
20, 1997 she was appointed Chancellor of the Multinedia University.
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