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LANGKAW, Sat. - Mire marinas will be built at strategic |ocations along
the country's coastline to attract nore |uxury boat owners

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mbhathir Mhamad said |uxury yacht owners
represented the high-end segnent of the tourismsector and could
contribute nmuch to the country's cash earnings.

"In the Mediterranean, for exanple, those who own nega-yachts like to
sail and nake stops in small ports to enjoy the food and historical sites
there. W can al so do such things.

"This is part of the tourismindustry and because of that, we need to
entice foreigners who have nega-yachts to conme here and go sailing al ong
the Straits of Malacca," Dr Mahathir said

The Prine Mnister said in addition to yacht and | uxury vessel narinas
currently being devel oped in Kuala Kedah, Penang and Lurmut, marinas woul d
also be built in the east coast such as Tioman, and also in Sabah and
Sar awak.

Dr Mahathir said this at the opening of the Langkawi Lagoon Resort in
Padang Matsirat, here.

Devel oped by Tenm Tel adan Sdn Bhd, a subsidiary of MK Land Hol di ngs Bhd
the resort is five mnutes' drive fromthe airport.

Phase One of the resort costs RMLOO million and consists of 96 hotel
suites, 78 sea villas and four sea bungal ows which sport traditional Mlay
architectural influences.

They are sheltered fromthe open sea by a 2. 7km | ong breakwater.

Present were Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Syed Razak Syed Zain, Culture,
Arts and Tourism M nister Datuk Paduka Abdul Kadir Sheikh Fadzir, and MK
Land Hol di ngs Bhd executive chairman Tan Sri Muistapha Kamal Abu Bakar.

Dr Mahathir said the purpose of building a sea wall in the waters off
the Padang Matsirat coast was to facilitate the establishnent of water
village resorts, which are based on the traditional "kanpung air"
conmunities found in Sabah, Sarawak and Brunei

These are communities where dwellings are built on stilts over the
water, allowing the fishernmen to be close to their boats at all tines.

"It then occurred to the Governnent to develop |uxury versions of these
water villages as hotels to cater to tourists who want to experience the
life of people who populate the traditional kanpung air."

Dr Mahathir said another source of inspiration in devel opi ng water
village resorts in Malaysia was a project in southern France located in a
swanp area with hotels, restaurants, houses and chalets built on reclai ned
land jutting into the water.

"The people who stay there go sailing in the Mediterranean and then
return to park their boats behind their houses.”

Dr Mahathir said such devel opments have a future in Mlaysia, and
congratul ated Mustapha Kamal for picking up the idea to use the water
village concept for the resort.

"It's been a long tine com ng because the recession in 1997 slowed down
Mal aysi a' s econoni ¢ devel opment. Many found thensel ves in debt and unable
to proceed with their projects.”

The Prinme Mnister said with the econonmy now having largely recovered
with a 4.2 per cent growmh |ast year, "we can continue to grow provided
that people work hard and cone up with ideas that attract visitors and
i nvestments to Mal aysia".



The Prime Mnister noted that while the east coast had 600km of pristine
beaches, many of the rivers in the west coast brought nud to the estuary,
which ultimtely covered the sand on the beaches.

Dr Mahathir said the Governnment was trying new technol ogy to reduce the
mud and silt but has yet to find a good sol ution.

On his vision for tourismin Ml aysia, Dr Mahathir said the Governnent
wanted tourists to stay longer in the country, as well as to attract nore
“rich tourists".

"W want the rich to cone here and even build houses here, because they
contribute a lot to the country's earnings, particularly cash earnings."

On the related sports and leisure fishing industry, Dr Mahathir said it
could lure domestic and foreign tourists

Rel ati ng his experience at the Joran Perdana fishing conpetition held at
the breakwater, Dr Mahathir said he was happy to see the big nunber of
parti ci pants.

On the future prospect for tourismin Langkawi, Dr Mahathir said tourist
arrivals to the island had increased.

"W will have greater co-operation between Langkawi and Phuket in
Thail and to conduct joint pronotional activities," he said, adding that
there were still no flights to ferry tourists directly between these two

desti nati ons.



	Dr M: More marinas to be built at strategic locations (NST 02/03/2003)

