26/ 03/ 2003

“Be prepared for know edge era

PETALI NG JAYA, Tues. - Mal aysi an conpanies are still at infancy stage of
know edge managenent and enpl oyee skills, and need to prepare for the
know edge era.

Deputy Hurman Resources M nister Dr Abdul Latiff Ahnad said this was
because training at present is concerned with hel ping enpl oyees acquire
specific know edge, skills and the attitude.

He said as the successful transformation of the econony and realisation
of Vision 2020 woul d largely depend on workers, training programmes shoul d
focus on produci ng know edge workers.

"The right skills and expertise nust be available to increase
productivity of the new econony," he said when opening a two-day workshop
on Managi ng Enpl oyment Rel ations at the Wrkpl ace, organi sed by Ml aysi a
Airlines, in Kelana Jaya.

Latiff said the challenge to Ml aysian companies is to produce an
increasingly large pool of technical, scientific, industrial, manageria
and entrepreneurial workforce.

The effectiveness of a conpany was | argely dependent upon the
ef fectiveness of its training programe.

Citing an exanple, he said Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad
had said in Brazil that South American and Asean countries could increase
bilateral trade to hedge against the possibility of being dragged down by
the countries of the North

Mal aysia has increased its trade with countries in the Mddle East and
East Asi a.

"It is clear to ne that the changing environment and re-alignnents call
for fresh thrusts in the way we do things," he said. Later, he visited the
cabin services trainers, energency evacuation training cabins, and the
groom ng and professional inage |aboratory at the acadeny.
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