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PM s pledge to share with Syria

Carol yn Hong

MALAYSIA is willing to "open its books" to enable Syria to learn fromits
experiences in developing its econony and society, Prine Mnister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said

He said where Malaysia's strategies fit Syria, it was welcone to them

Speaki ng at a Press conference on Sunday, he said Ml aysia, too, at one
time did not have any technol ogi cal know how but gained it by opening its
doors to foreign investors.

To a question on globalisation, he said he was a believer in
gl obal i sation but not in the self-serving interpretation by rich and
power ful countri es.

"(Thus), when we neet in the Wrld Trade Organi sation neetings, we want
to work with other devel oping countries to reinterpret globalisation to
benefit us," he said.

Asked about the 12 nenoranda of understanding signed between Ml aysia
and Syria, Dr Mahathir said as a followup, the relevant mnistries would
have designated officers to act as focal points.

Dr Mahathir also described his neeting with Syrian President Dr Bashar
Al - Assad and Prinme M nister Miustapha Mero as "very good", and noted that
their stand on international matters were sinlar

Yesterday, Dr Mhathir highlighted Ml aysia's success to |eading nmenbers
of the Syrian conmunity in two sessions - a business dialogue and a
di al ogue with mnisters, MPs and schol ars.

At the business dialogue chaired by Economy and Foreign Trade M nister
Dr Ghassan Rifai, Dr Mahathir said the shared religious beliefs of
Mal aysi ans and Syrians can help them understand each other better.

"However, we cannot just depend on our conmon beliefs to survive in the
i nternational business environment that is becoming nore and nore
conpetitive. There is a need for good business relations founded on strong
busi ness fundanental s which need to be constantly reviewed and inproved,"
he said.

Dr Mahathir also urged the business community of both countries to go
beyond i ndul gi ng i n exchanges of views and experiences, and instead aim
for substantive results and actual business transactions.

He said not enough had been done to pursue business |inkages as ev
dent fromthe |low |l evel of bilateral trade

Anmong the new areas of investnment, he said, were the rapidly-expandi ng
construction sector in Syria, education and |slam c banking

In response to a question, he said the lack of Malaysian investnent in
Syria was due to a lack of information on Syria's policies

He said, several Mal aysian conpani es had been "burnt” in certain African
countries in which they had | arge investnents.

"When the governnents of these countries change, they often refuse to
recogni se agreenents signed by their predecessors.

"I amsure it doesn't happen in Syria but we need to know nore."

To another question, he said it was inportant for Syria to expedite its
accession to the Wrld Trade Organisation as it would give it a voice when
new tradi ng rules were discussed.

"The way it is going, unless we put a stop to it, we (devel oping
countries) will lose out," he said adding that the powerful nations |ooked
only after their own interest.

Speaking later, he said Ml aysia had previously not focused on Syria as



an investnent destination, but would now be serious about it.
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