23/ 07/ 2003

PMto receive award at special cerenony

MR, Tues. - Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad will receive the state's

hi ghest award, the Darjah Satria Bintang Sarawak (DSBS) (First Cass) at a
speci al investiture cerenony to be held at the Dewan Suarah Mri on

Fri day.

The Prinme Mnister is the sole recipient of the award which carries the
title Pehin.

He heads the list of 308 people being conferred awards and honours by
Yang di-Pertua Negeri Tun Abang Mihanmad Sal ahuddin in conjunction with
Sarawak' s 40t h anni versary cel ebrations today.

Dr Mahathir will al so open the new y-conpleted RM20 million Mri
Airport extension project which includes a brandnew termi nal buil ding and
the | engtheni ng of the runway.

The new terminal, which resenbles the nain term nal building of the
Kual a Lunpur International Airport, is the latest |andmark here.

The extended airport, which is now the pride of Mri, is equipped with
state-of-the-art facilities and can handle up to 800 passengers during
peak hours.

Wth a 2,745-netre runway and 1,669-netre taxiway, the new airport wll
be able to cater to wi de-bodied aircraft such as the Airbus and Boeing
747.

Wrk on the airport, which was undertaken by Ekran Bhd, started in
Novenber 2001 and was conpleted in May this year - 10 nonths ahead of
schedul e. It has been operational since June 30.

The airport will becone an inportant gateway to north Sarawak.

VWiile in Mri, Dr Mahathir will also open new classroonms and an
adm ni strative block at the Sekol ah Kebangsaan Chung Hua at Jal an
Termenggong Oyong Lawai Jau here.
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