11/ 02/ 2003
El ecti on Commi ssion to be ready for polls by June

PUTRAJAYA, Mon. - The El ection Conmission will be ready to conduct a
general election by late June, its chairman Datuk Abdul Rashid Abdu
Rahman sai d today.

The conmi ssion was technically prepared at the nmonent but would have to
recruit and train nore than 133,000 tenporary staff before the machinery
could be put in notion.

"W will be 100 per cent ready by |l ate June,” he said today.

Rashi d was speaking to reporters after Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad's working visit to the Conm ssion headquarters here this
af t er noon.

Dr Mahathir was briefed on the EC s preparations for the general
el ection, and el ectronic voting.

"W denonstrated the electronic voting systemto Dr Mahathir but | don't
think the systemwi Il be inplenented just yet. W have to ensure the
entire nation is linked up first," Rashid said.

He said that Dr Mahathir had advised the EC to do whatever that was
necessary to clean up the electoral rolls.

Asked about the possibility of the general election being held earlier
than Cct ober, Abdul Rashid said the EC woul d be prepared by June.

"I'n fact we were tal king about that with Dr Mahathir this norning, but
he stood by the earlier indication that there woul d not be a genera
el ection before he | eaves office in Cctober. We are confortable with
that."
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