13/ 05/ 2003
El ection of Vimalah to CAC shows nenbers want new blood in |eadership

Patri ck Sennyah
THE el ection of a worman del egate to the MC central working comittee at
the party's general assenbly |ast weekend surprised many.

More inportantly, it sent a clear nessage that menbers wanted to see an
i njection of new blood in the | eadership.

G Vimalah Nair, 50, who was not on the "president's list", was the dark
horse in the election of central working commttee nenbers

She poll ed enough votes to energe 18th in the 23-nmenber CAC |ine-up

It was not surprising then that many wonen del egates view her victory
with pride, as though it was theirs, too. Many also disnmissed any notion
that hers was a | ucky shot.

It is an indication to the |eadership that it was tine for a change in
the line-up, said a party insider

This has not escaped the attention of party president Datuk Seri S. Sany
Vel lu who said that there would likely be changes to the party's |ist of
candi dates to contest the next general election.

There is no dearth in the party of young and qualified candi dates who
are keen to work for the conmmunity.

The contest for the CAC aside, the two-day assenbly was especially a
nmenor abl e one for the MC since it was the last to be opened by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad.

CWC nenber Datuk V. K K. Teagarajan |lent some excitenent earlier when he
called for a Press conference to announce that he would contest one of the
three vice-presidencies only to withdraw |ater.

Many who had | obbied hard for Teagarajan felt greatly let down by his
wi t hdrawal and sone were overheard saying that he had got cold feet and
others were of the opinion that he reached sone understanding with the
| eader shi p.

"He had good grassroots support and the ability to go for the post. It
was a real let down," said a party |eader

Teagar aj an on Sunday was not only re-appointed to the CAC but al so nmade
party information chief, replacing Komala Krishnanoort hy.

His withdrawal gave the three incunbent vice-presidents an uncontested
victory. Sany Vellu and deputy president Datuk S. Subramani am al so
retained their positions uncontested.

The Tami| school issue and the need to preserve the Tam | | anguage
dom nated a large part of the debate with del egates strongly opposing any
nove to cl ose down these school s.

Later at a Press conference, Samy Vellu said he had witten to the Prine
M ni ster requesting nore financial assistance to upgrade about 20 Tamil
school s a year over the next eight years.

Sany Vellu also spoke a great deal on the need for energence of the new
Mal aysi an I ndian and for the comunity to discard the "l abourer” inmage.
Education, he said, would help to achieve this.

A wonan del egate urged MC | eaders to go down to the ground and explain
this to the commnity.

She praised Sany Vellu for recognising the efforts of the Wanita
novenent in trying to reach out to single Indian nothers

Sany Vel lu had on Sunday al so announced a RM200, 000 fund to assi st
single mothers set up small businesses.

However, based on history, the reputation earned by the community in
repayi ng such | oans has been very selfish and nore often than not, these



| oans die a natural death when the principal borrowers fail to repay.

Sany Vellu said loans to single nothers would not be given upfront, but
in stages to help them buy the necessary equi pnent and run their
operations on a week-to-week basis.

"If this can be done, then there is a good chance the party could
successfully help ease the burden of single nothers,"” said the wonan
del egat e.

O her issues raised during debate were fears of violence anong |ndian
youths and al so concerns over the number of deaths involving Indians which
have occured in police |ock-ups.

Hopefully, the MC Youth's recent launch of its Briged Penuda woul d
reach out to nore youths and eventually reduce the nunber of Indian youths
i nvol ved in such incidents.
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