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El ectronic voting systemwll facilitate election process, says Dr M
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KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - The country will in tine adopt an electronic voting
system as it will facilitate the election process, Prime Mnister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said today. Electronic voting would enable
results to be obtained nore speedily.

"The El ection Conmi ssion denonstrated the systemto nme yesterday ...its
mechani sm and how voting is carried out under the system The Government,
however, has yet to decide whether it will be used," he said after

| aunching the Kuala Lunpur Convention Centre at the Mandarin Oiental

The Prine M nister was asked about his working visit to the Commi ssion
headquarters in Putrajaya yesterday. Dr Mahathir was briefed on
preparations for the general election, and electronic voting

El ection Conmi ssion chairman Datuk Abdul Rashid Abdul Rahman had said
the entire nation nust be linked up before the system could be
i mpl enent ed.

On an EC proposal that all election candi dates be required to sign a
pl edge or Akujanji from the next general election, Dr Mahathir said he had
not been inforned of the matter but it could be one of the Conm ssion's
proposals. "The Commission can forward this if it wants to."

Asked if it would curb aggressive canpaigning, the Prime Mnister said:
"W (the BN) have no problens. It is those people resorting to violence
after seeing that they cannot win."

Abdul Rashid was today quoted as saying that candi dates who breached the
pl edge by resorting to unhealthy practices, including aggressive
canpai gning, mght stand to lose their eligibility to contest, beginning
with the next general election.

On whether neasures were being fornmulated to rescue State Amanah Saham
funds, Dr Mahathir said no decision had been taken.

He remi nded investors that there were tinmes when investments did not
result in profit.

"What | do not understand is those who invest and believe that they
should only profit all the tine. There are tines when our investments are
not profitable ...we have to accept this fact.

"But we have here those who, after reaping profits for several years,
noan when they suffer losses. In investnents, sonetines you gain and

sonmetinmes you lose ...there is no guarantee. If you want a guarantee, keep
noney in the bank and coll ect
interest ...that is guaranteed."

There has been nuch recent speculation regarding the State Amanah Saham
funds, including Amanah Saham Sel angor, Amanah Saham Johor, Dana Johor and
others. Sonme of these funds are anong the worst-performng unit trusts in
the country, and many have gone years w thout paying dividends.

The Sel angor State CGovernnment recently announced plans to close down the
Amanah Saham Sel angor schene as it was not profiting investors.

Dr Mahathir was al so asked to comment on France, Germany and Bel gi um
vetoing Nato's plans to defend Turkey in the event of war against Iraq

He said: "It is obviously their stand not to wage war and to find sone
other solution to settle this problemwth Iraq, and | think we are fully
supportive of this."

France, Gernany and Bel gi um had argued that preparations to defend
Turkey could be seen as sanctioning military action against Iraq before
diplomatic initiatives had been exhausted



Turkey invoked Nato's Article 4 after the three countries bl ocked
proposals to depl oy AWACS surveillance planes, Patriot mssiles and anti-
chem cal and anti - bi ol ogi cal warfare teans.



	Electronic voting system will facilitate election process, says Dr M (NST 12/02/2003)

