18/ 02/ 2003
PM Well done, Hafiz (HL)

Ram an Said; Kanmarul Yunus

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad today congratul ated
Hafi z Hashimon wi nning the All-England badm nton chanpi onshi p, but
cautioned Mal aysi ans not to spoil the chanpion by rewardi ng him
excessivel y.

"l congratulate and wish himthe best. Now | would like to request
everybody not to spoil him" the Prime Mnister told reporters after
witnessing the full rehearsal of the opening cerenony of the 13th Non-
Al i gned Movenent Sunmit at the Putra World Trade Centre.

"I hope the States will not give five acres of land, one mllion in
noney, after that they (players) will not be able to play any nore because
what they see is only land ...noney ...land, noney, five mllion, three
mllion, one billion," he said, swinging his armlike a badm nton player

inalong rally.

"We have seen what has happened to our previous chanpi ons because you
spoilt them"

Hafiz scored one of the biggest shocks in the 104-year history of the
Al | - Engl and chanpi onshi ps when he upset defending chanpion and top-seed
Chen Hong of China to win the nmen's singles title.

H's 17-14, 15-10 win nade himthe first Ml aysian in 37 years and the
first unseeded player in 15 years to win the title, and ended Chinese
hopes of equalling their record of winning four of the five titles

The last Malaysian to win the nen's singles title was Tan Ai k Huang, in
1966.

Besi des US$10, 000 (RMB8,000) in prize noney, Hafiz will also receive a
bonus from Badmi nton Association of Ml aysia president Datuk Nadzmi
Sal | eh.

Al t hough the anmpunt, which is known as the "presidential bonus", has yet
to be announced, Nadzmi previously rewarded players who won international
grand prix circuit titles RMLO, 000 each.

Deputy Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi, in also
congratul ating Hafiz, said the victory proved that Ml aysians could
succeed if they were committed, dedicated, disciplined and believed in the
spirit of Malaysia Bol eh.

Bernama quoted him as saying in a statenent today that he was
"overjoyed" with Hafiz's victory.

"His victory has placed Ml aysia prominently back on the world badm nton
map. It proves that our national badmi nton players can again achieve the
glories of the 1950s and 1960s.

"l extend my heartiest and nobst sincere congratulations to Hafiz and al
pl ayers and officials of the Badmi nton Association of Malaysia," he said.
Abdul | ah hoped that nore such excellent performances would eventual |y

return Malaysia to the ranks of world' s top badm nton powers.

"Hafiz, you have proven to be the best anpbng the best, chanpion anmpong
chanpi ons. Keep it up," he said.
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