30/ 10/ 2003

"Dr Ms retirenent great |loss to education sector'

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - The education sector will face a great |oss when
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad retires this Friday.

Educati on M nister Tan Sri Musa Mohamad said it was because of the
| eader's vision and ideas that the education sector is where it is today.

"From the nonent he was appointed Education Mnister in 1975, he had
al ways placed great inportance on the need for quality education.”

He said it was Dr Mahathir's foresight that brought about the
i ntroducti on of many new progranmes in the education system including the
Primary School New Curriculum and the Secondary School |ntegrated
Curricul um

Musa added that Dr Mahathir's crucial calls for the advancenment of the
education sector were always tinely, despite having raised the displeasure
of certain groups.

He said the inplenentation of policies under his stewardship were those
that would remain rel evant and woul d ensure the sector did not |ag behind.

His imense contributions to the education system Misa added, included
t eachi ng Mat hemati cs and Sci ence in English.

Speaki ng after chairing his mnistry's post-Cabi net neeting, Misa said
Dr Mahat hir al so pushed for the younger generation's advancenment in
i nformati on and contmuni cati on technol ogy.

The setting up of the International Islamc University Ml aysia and
Universiti Uara Milaysia in Sintok, Kedah, he added, was also Dr
Mahat hir's brainchild.

Tonorrow, some six mllion people in the education fraternity wll
attend sinultaneous assenblies nationwide to pay tribute to the nan whose
contributions to the country's education devel opnent is priceless.

The Mnister will deliver a nessage, incorporating achievenents of the
country's education system from Dr Mahathir's ideas, at the assenbly.
A special open letter to Dr Mahathir from students will also be read out

to mark his exenplary |eadership of the country for 22 years.

The event is also to welcome Dr Mahathir's successor, Deputy Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahrmad Badawi as the fifth Prime Mnister and
for students to express support for his |eadership.
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