03/ 09/ 2003
Enphasis on MSC, ICT will be continued, says Abdull ah

Chok Suat Ling

KUALA LUWPUR, Tues. - Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnmad Badawi today gave a firm
conmitrment that he would continue all successful projects introduced by
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mbhamad, especially the Miltinedia Super Corridor,
when he becones Prime Mnister in Cctober

Sayi ng the success of the MSC had exceeded all expectations, the Deputy
Prime Mnister added that the MSC would remain a priority programe.

At a dialogue after opening the two-day MSC ICT Policy Summt, Abdullah
said there had been questions on whether he would continue giving priority
to the MSC when he becane Prine M nister

"I won't de-enphasise it. Indeed, ICT is an inportant tool that can
i mprove a country's conpetitive position in the global econony and support
a broad range of devel opnent objectives."

He said seven years after the MSC s official launch and three days
before the launch of its second phase, it had achi eved much that
Mal aysi ans could be proud of.

"This year, 21,102 jobs were created within the MSC, of which 17,369 or
82 per cent are know edge-worker opportunities. This represents an al nost
10-fold increase fromthe 2,190 jobs and 1,946 know edge-worker positions
on offer in 1997.

"Total sales of MSC status conpanies rose fromRM3.93 billion |ast year
to an estimated RVMb.83 billion this year. Next year, total sales are
expected to rise to RW.98 billion, with exports estimated to increase to

RML. 82 billion," he said at the Pal ace of the CGolden Horses in Seri
Kembangan, near here

The summit, organised by the Asian Strategy and Leadership Institute, is
attended by local and foreign representatives from the infornmation and
conmmuni cati ons technol ogy sector.

It serves as a platformto discuss issues and devel op ideas towards the
formulation of policies on the MSC and ICT in the country.

Abdul | ah said when the MSC was |aunched, there were reservati ons about
whet her Mal aysia coul d handl e the project.

"But we have done well. The Prine Mnister will, in fact, be |aunching
its second phase on Friday.

"The focus of phase two, which will take us up to 2010, will be on
devel oping a web of corridors. It is envisioned that the MSC will be

further linked to other cyber cities in Ml aysia, and those in other
countries.”

More Mal aysians would begin to feel the real inpact of the MSC in their
daily lives, as particular flagship applications such as the Smart Card
and Smart School were rolled out to the rest of the country.

"There will also be a stronger enmphasis on the devel opnment of | ocal
t echnopreneurs.”

Expoundi ng further on the MSC s successes, Abdullah said a few targets
relating to the MSC had been revised to accommpdate the better than
expect ed nunbers.

"Cyberjaya is gaining an enviable reputation as the destination of
choice for big-nanme IT and other rel ated conpanies such as Ericsson, HSBC,
Shel I, NIT MSC and |IBM - these conpani es have begun to relocate their
regional shared services centres there

"Wth nmore world-class conpanies participating in the MSC, Ml aysia has
a real opportunity to become a haven for shared services, and to carve out



a new niche for itself."

The flagship applications were also progressing well, key successes
being the Smart Card and Smart School s.

"I believe much of the current success of the MSC stens fromthe strong
policy framework put in place to guide its devel opnent.

"Mal aysia intends to add a data protection |law, electronic transaction
law, and an el ectronic governnent law to cater for new forns of
transacti ons and governance that will energe."

However, there was a pressing need to close existing gaps between policy
and inmplenmentation. In this regard, Abdullah spoke at |ength about the
digital divide, and how inportant it was for the gap between the
"informati on have-nots" and the "informati on haves"” to be cl osed.

There was evidence that the divide in Ml aysia was growi ng and woul d
have devastating results if |eft unchecked.

"I have likened the digital divide to a new form of poverty. The I|ines
that divide the information haves and the information have-nots cut across
not only incone, but also geo-graphic, ethnic and even gender |ines.

"In terns of gender, males account for 69 per cent of all Jaring
subscriptions, outnunbering fenales who account for only 31 per cent.”

He said the second gap to close was between the supply and demand of
highly skilled human resources and talent, and the third was the gap
bet ween the needs of local industry participants, and the facilities and
programes currently offered.

At a Press conference |ater, Abdullah said he would like to see nore
| ocal products within the MSC

He al so said the younger generation would be given nore opportunities to
contribute to the MSC s devel opnent.
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