24/ 02/ 2003

Endon's kebaya collection on show

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - A colourful exhibition of nore than 100 kebaya Nyonya
owned by Datuk Seri Endon Mahnood, wife of Deputy Prime M nister Datuk
Seri Abdul | ah Ahnmad Badawi, was opened today.

The exhibition, "The Nyonya Kebaya: A Showcase", was |aunched by Datuk
Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali, wife of Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad, at the National Art Gallery.

The star attraction was a collection of Endon's antique Nyonya
jewellery, including silver belts, pendeng (buckles), cucuk sanggul
(hairpins) and gold and dianpbnd kerongsang (clasppins) to adorn a kebaya

Also on display are crockery, bed linen and tablecloths with Nyonya
kebaya desi gns.

The exhibition follows the successful |aunch of Endon's book, The Nyonya
Kebaya: A Showcase of Nyonya Kebaya, |ast Novenber.

Today' s event was planned by the gallery and Yayasan Budi Penyayang
Mal aysi a, of which Endon is the chairperson

Dr Siti Hasmah, in her speech, said Ml aysia was renowned for its rich
culture and val uabl e traditions.

"In this exhibition, we are given the opportunity to see a living art,
art that is worn in the form of kebaya.

"You will be able to see the rare and intricate designs of old and new
enbr oi dery handed down from generation to generation," she said

She said the Nyonya heritage had becone a showpi ece, and hoped the
col l ection of kebaya and jewellery would attract the younger generation
and hel p them appreciate their heritage.

"Many youngsters may think of history and culture as sonewhat boring ...
but they nust be nade to realise the inportance of culture in our lives,"
she said.

In her speech, Endon said although sone people mght question whether
the Nyonya kebaya belonged in an art gallery, anyone who had observed
their creators at work would appreciate their artistry

"There is no doubt that the Nyonyas certainly had great artistic
traditions to draw from whether Chinese, Ml ay or European,” she said.

The Nyonya kebaya, she said, was also a synbol of how cultural, racial
and social integration conceived beautiful results.

The Nyonya kebaya was a creation of the early Peranakans, a sub-group of
the Chinese comunity whose culture and lifestyle is a fusion of
predom nantly Chi nese and Mal ay i nfl uences.

In conjunction with the exhibition, a two-day synposiumwi |l be held on
March 15-16 at the gallery.

Di scussions will include how to val ue Nyonya kebaya

A fashi on-design conpetition based on the kebaya and open to students of
fashion schools will also be held, with the grand finals schedul ed for
April 19.

The exhibition, which is open to the public daily (except public
hol i days) between 10am and 6pm wll end on April 27.
Adnmission is free
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