27/ 07/ 2003

English not a threat to Bahasa Mal aysi a

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - The Governnent's encouragenment to | earn English
shoul d not be seen as a threat to the national |anguage.

Wren and Fanily Devel opment M nister Datuk Seri Shahrizat Abdul Jalil
said the Governnment wanted Ml aysians to be conpetitive.

"We nust accept that English is the main |anguage in international
relations,"” she said when launching Puteri Umo's English-on-Weels
programre for the Lenbah Pantai division at SK Bukit Pantai today.

The programme targets children aged four to nine, and is free.

It uses a nobile unit of volunteers from Puteri Umo. So far, the unit
has travelled to Pahang, Johor, Kedah and Putrajaya.

Today, the unit travelled to various areas in Kuala Lunmpur, including SK
Bukit Pantai where 200 children took part in the activities.

Later, Shahrizat and guests signed a banner to be presented to Prinme
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad on his retirenment.

Present were Kuala Lunpur Territory Umo |iaison secretary Datuk Syed
Al'i Al habshee and Lenbah Pantai Umo division information chief Yusri
Ahrred.
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