07/ 02/ 2003
PM satisfied with preparations

Kamarul Yunus; Ram an Said

KUALA LUWMPUR, Thurs. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said
he was satisfied with the preparations for the 13th Non-Aligned Myvenent
Summi t .

Speaki ng after being given an update and a tour around the NAM Summit
sites today, he said Ml aysia was prepared to stage the major
i nternational conference although there were m nor anendnents to the
preparations.

"From the briefing, | see that the preparati ons have been successful
Overall | am satisfied with the preparations," he said.

Kual a Lumpur will host the 13th NAM Summit from Feb 20-25.

To ensure snooth traffic, Dr Mihathir advised notorists to go to the
of fice and shops early, probably an hour earlier to avoid disruption of
novenent for heads of state and government fromtheir hotels to the
Putra World Trade Centre, the venue of the summt.

"Several roads will be closed. It would be advisable for notorists to go
to offices and shops early to avoid congestion which mght affect the
journey of heads of state and governnent," he said.

Dr Mahathir had earlier |aunched the 13th NAM Summit conmenorative
coins, stanps and first day-covers as well as a book on Ml aysia's
techni cal assistance progranmre.

In his speech, Dr Mhathir asked Ml aysians to behave in a polite nmanner
and try to commit thenselves to ensure a successful NAM summ t

"We nmust not be arrogant as the outsiders will underm ne us
"As a host nation, we mnmust give the best, for the imge of the country.
This will help the country achi eve further success.

"Visitors would al so take back good nenories and renenber our kind deeds
for along tine," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the sunmit would provide Ml aysia with an opportunity
to showcase the country's capabilities and achi evenents.

"Through the summit, menber countries would be able to learn from our
achi evenents. We can also learn fromthem" he said

On the souvenirs, Bank Negara is issuing three commenorative coins -
gold, silver and nordic gold coins.

Pos Malaysia is selling two conmenorative stanps priced at 30 sen and 50
sen as well as first-day covers and folders. It is produci ng about two
mllion 30 sen and one million 50 sen stanps respectively.

It is also producing 80,000 issues of first-day covers and 1, 000
fol ders.

Dr Mahathir also |aunched a book on Ml aysia's technical assistance
programes at the event.

The book is published by the Economic Planning Unit in the Prine
M ni ster's Departnent.
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