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Equi tabl e representation in Government could be an option

Joni st on Bangkuai
THE future of the rotation system of the Sabah Chief Mnister's post has
conme into question again.

The issue has been hogging the headlines of |ocal newspapers, with State
Bari san Nasi onal conponent |eaders giving their views on the nmatter.

Sone want the system to be scrapped, while others want a new power-
sharing concept or fornula.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad Badawi had said during his
recent visit to Sabah that it was up to the State BN to decide the future
of the rotation system

The system was inplenented when the BN took over the State Governnment in
1994 after the collapse of the Parti Bersatu Sabah governnment followi ng a
spate of defections by its assenblynen to the BN.

Mooted by former Prine Mnister Tun Dr Mahathir Mhanad as an el ection
promise in the 1994 State election, the system was to enable |eaders of
the three main conmunities - the Miuslim Bum putera, non-Mislim Bun putera
and Chinese - to head the State Governnment on a two-year rotational basis.

In the nine years since the system was introduced, Sabah has seen seven
Chief Mnisters.

The first Chief Mnister appointed under the system was Tun Sakaran
Dandai, who was succeeded by Datuk Seri Salleh Tun Said when he (Sakaran)
was appoi nted Sabah's Yang di-Pertua Negeri in Decenber, 1994.

O hers who have served as Chief Mnister under the system were Sabah
Progressive Party (Sapp) president Datuk Yong Teck Lee, United
Pasoknmonmogun Kadazandusun Organi sation (Upko) president Tan Sri Bernard
Donpok, Datuk Osu Sukam and Liberal Denobcratic Party (LDP) president Datuk
Chong Kah Kiat who was succeeded by current Chief Mnister Datuk Misa Anan
in Mrch.

Musa, who is State BN chairman, said he would call for a State BN
neeting before the State election to discuss the matter.

"W will heed the Prine Mnister's view to |eave the matter for the
State BN to decide," said Musa, who is also State Umo |iaison conmittee
chai r man.

BN conmponent party |leaders felt that a decision on the matter should be
made before the State election so that any new power-sharing formula could
be included in the BN manifesto.

The PBS had consistently opposed the rotation system despite having
rejoined the BN

Its deputy president Datuk Dr Maximus Ongkili had described the rotation
system as a "costly business" for the people and the adm nistration
machi nery.

Anot her PBS deputy president, Dr Yee Mh Chai, echoed Ongkili's view,
saying there had been too much politicking because of the rotation system
and ultimately, the victins are the "rakyat".

Yong and Donpok felt that a review of the system was appropriate.

Donpok said a neeting to discuss the future of the rotation system was
| ong overdue.

"Upko is looking for a “fornal power sharing' proposal which reflects
the wi shes of the various conmunities in the State," Donpok said.

Upko and another State BN conponent party, Parti Bersatu Rakyat Sabah
(PBRS), have never opposed the rotation system

Many see Sabah Umo, being the backbone of the State BN, as having a



maj or say on the future of the system

Salleh, its deputy chief, said Sabah Umo woul d propose a new power-
sharing arrangenment to replace the system "W wll initiate a neeting
with the other BN conponents to deliberate on our proposal," said Salleh.

After nearly 10 years, the people of Sabah are the best judge to
determne if the rotation system has brought about positive changes to the
State.

One pertinent question is whether the rotation of the Chief Mnister's
post alone is sufficient to reflect a true power-sharing concept.

I ndeed, there is another relevant issue - ensuring a fair representation
from the various conmunities in the State administration, including in the
State Cabi net.

The 11-nenber State Cabinet is nmade up of six Mislim Buniputera
M ni sters, three Chinese and two non-Mislim Buniputera, while for the 14
posts of assistant ministers 12 are Muslim Bum putera and one each from
t he non- Musl i m Bum putera and Chi nese comunity.

The State BN cannot be blamed for the nininmal representation of the non-
Miuslim Bumi putera in the Cabinet because many of the BN Kadazandusun
candi dates lost to the PBS in the last State el ections.

But with the PBS, a pre-domi nantly Kadazandusun-based party, back in the
BN fold, the non-Mislim Bum putera can expect a better representation in
the State administration after the next State election.

Donpok had once proposed a 40-40-20 fornula with the Mislim Buni putera
and non-Muislim Buni putera having an equal representation and the Chinese
maki ng up 20 per cent of all posts in the State Governnent.

Donmpok is likely to raise it again at the next State BN neeting.

"I amall for anything that would bring about a solution to the problens
envi saged when the rotation system was introduced,” said Donpok, who is
also Mnister in the Prime Mnister's Departnent.

An equitable representation of the various conmunities would not only
strengthen the State administration, but will also gain the confidence and
trust of the people.
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