06/ 02/ 2003

Vaj payee, Megawati anpbng speakers at forum

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Leaders of several Non-Aligned Myvenent countries are
slotted to address the NAM Busi ness Forum on Feb 23.

Chai rman of the forum s organising commttee, Datuk Dr M chael Yeoh,
said the |eaders who would participate in the session on "Rermaki ng NAM
Enhanci ng Co-operation, Building Bridges" were South African President and
out goi ng NAM chai rman Thabo Moeki, |ndonesian President Megawati
Sukarnoputri, Indian Prine Mnister Atal Bihari Vajpayee and Thai Prine
M ni ster Thaksi n Shi nawatr a.

Yeoh, who is chief executive officer of the Asian Strategy and
Leadership Institute (Asli), said Cuban President Fidel Castro, who wll
be chairing the next NAM summit, was al so expected to address the forum

He said the forum would be opened by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad. Dr Mahathir will deliver his keynote address on
"Building a New World Order - Sustaining Peace, Sharing d obal
Prosperity".

"The addresses by the NAM | eaders denponstrate their recognition of the
private sector as their partners in devel opnent.

"Smart partnershi ps between CGovernments and businesses will strengthen
econoni ¢ devel opnment of NAM countries and uplift the living standards of
the people."

Yeoh said the forum would al so adopt a decl aration proposing the
institutionalisation of the business forum at future NAM sunmits to engage
t he busi ness comunity in the NAM process.

He said the declaration would al so make a strong call for world peace
and international understanding.

"Wt hout peace, econonic devel opnent and progress cannot be achieved.
Clearly the business community can only thrive in an environnent of peace
wi t hout wuncertainties."”

Yeoh said the forum partici pants were expected to endorse the Ml aysi ans
for Peace novement.

He said in line with NAMs objective of pronoting world peace, the
wel comi ng dinner for the forum would be thened "The Cel ebrating of Peace".

Deputy Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi is the guest of
honour and will deliver the address. He will also |ight the peace candles
to signify the event.



	Vajpayee, Megawati among speakers at forum (NST 06/02/2003)

