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" Chinese way ahead if given subsidies

Koh Lay Chin

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - The Chinese in Ml aysia would have been "way ahead by
now' if the same subsidies and concessions given to the Ml ays were given
to them Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said.

He said the Governnent had given these subsidies to the Mal ays as they
had | acked opportunities and funds, and had done everything to ensure they
succeeded.

"But unfortunately only a few know how to make use of all these
opportunities. The others fail and when they fail they blame the
CGovernment," he said on the BBC s Tal ki ng Point progranme aired tonight on
Astro's Channel 93.

He was replying to a comment by Tal ki ng Poi nt host Lyse Doucet on his
frustrations about the performance of Ml ays.

Dr Mahathir said the Government would not deny help to Ml ays who had
done well and was ready to help those who nade an effort right fromthe

begi nni ng.
Sone seven mllion Malays had shares in the country's biggest conpanies,
he said, but it was a waste of time to give millions to those who did not

know how to do busi ness.

He said if Malays did succeed, it did not nean the policy to help them
was w ong.

"Wuld we Iike to see all the Malays fail? There is not a single Mlay
mllionaire because we think that any Malaysian mllionaire nmust be a
crony of the Government. If we have that kind of attitude then of course
there will be no Ml ays, no indi genous people who can succeed at all," he
said inreply to a question froma viewer on "inproving all Ml ays" rather
than a select and "elite" few.

A viewer fielded another question on the reason for Dr Mahathir being
"not very popular with the Ml ays" on popul ar chat shows.

Dr Mahathir replied: "Well | don't care whether | am popular with the
Mal ays or not - |I'mon ny way out anyway. Al | need to do is to nake sure
that the party wins. If I'mnot popular and the party wins, then that is
okay" .

On whet her giving special privileges to the Bum putera was akin to
"apartheid in disguise", he said giving privileges was not based solely on
their race, but because they were far behind the others in their econonmc
devel opnent.

He said this disparity would cause tension within the comunity and
could end up in violence, sonething Ml aysia had seen before.

“I'n Arerica you have affirnmative action - of course you went to the
court and said that it is against the constitution. But here every race in
Mal aysi a supports this policy otherwi se why do they keep on returning the
same Covernnent to power every time?"

To a question by a Ml aysian Chinese viewer on feeling |like a second
class citizen and whether all citizens could be treated equally, Dr
Mahat hir said despite their privileges, Malays felt they were second cl ass
citizens too because they were poor

"They have to work as drivers for the very rich Chinese. So they fee
that they are second class - so both are second class, there's no first
class," he said.

Dr Mahathir al so answered nany questions on |Islamand the Mislim
conmunity, saying there was an obvi ous ennity towards Mislins.



He said many non-Mislins felt that Musline were "terrorists led by a
prophet who was a terrorist", and this was conpounded by the fact that
even the latter were subjected to different interpretations of |slam

"W seemto enphasise the need for Muslims to be apart from peopl e of
other religions. That is why, because of these teachings which | think is
wong, the Muslins seemto be confrontational,"” he said.

Descri bing hinself as a "fundanentalist in the truest sense", he said he
foll owed the fundanmental s of |slamwhich advocated peace, friendship
br ot herhood and t ol erance.

However, people had been interpreting and re-interpreting religion to
suit their own interests, he said, and preached hatred to get support.

He said this was one of the challenges that Deputy Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Abdul | ah Ahrmad Badawi woul d face - "the use of Islamin order to
subvert people and to create hatred between Mislins".

To a question on whether Abdullah, as an Islam c scholar, would have an
easier tinme with fundanentalist Mislimgroups than he had, Dr Mahathir
sai d: "Maybe".

He also said it was difficult to get 1.3 billion Muslins and all the
Muslim countries to unite but expressed hope that the Organi sation of the
I slami ¢ Conference (O C) could act effectively to unify "a nunber of
t hem'.

"We are not too anbitious. W think that we should have a different
strategy which can give us better results,” he said.

In the programe, Dr Mhathir al so took on questions on the
"provocative" statements he had made in the past, such as financier George
Soros being responsible for the 1997 financial crisis and saying western
val ues spread sodony and honpbsexuality.

He reiterated that he spoke what he thought was the truth, and that he
did conpl ain about CGeorge Soros, who is a Jew

"I didn't blame all the Jew sh people - | have a lot of Jew sh friends.
But Soros did this to us and we feel very angry about him So | say what
is true and | say what | think is true al so about sodony and ot her
things," he said, adding that other people may tol erate honbsexuality but
they had to respect Malaysia's norms, values and | aws.
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