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Finding cure for Malay afflictions

F.Y.
THE 22 years under the |eadership of Tun Dr Mahathir Mhamad were a
gl ori ous period of devel opnent in Ml aysia.

In that period, the imge of Mlaysia was transformed from just another
backward forner British colony to the world' s 18th largest trading nation.

Initial sceptics becane true "believers"” alnost overnight and every
Mal aysi an seened to be junping on Dr Mahathir's econom ¢ bandwagon -
everyone except a significant portion of the Ml ays.

When asked what he wi shed he could have done better, Dr Mhathir
answered that "I wish I could have been nore firmwth the Ml ays".

I ndeed, he had foreseen the Mal ays' tendency to be conplacent in his
book - The Malay Dilemm, |ong before serious thought was given to the
matter.

When he became the country's fourth Prime Mnister, countless policies
and programes were put forth, apparently to no significant avail.

Sone Mal ays did seize the noment, venturing up their own devel oprment
| adder, inproving their quality of life and often beconi ng quickly
contented with their bounty.

When new boundari es and new horizons were opening up countless w ndows
of opportunity, they happily sit back and watched them all float by,
offering their coments and criticisnms - laced with hatred, jeal ousy and
cynicism

For all of Dr Mahathir's forward thinking | eadership, the Malays - a
significant chunk of them- failed to enbrace Ml aysia's rapid progress
and what they could get out of it.

Coincidentally, the term "nml ai se" has all of these unhealthy
ternm nologies as its synonyns - depression, dissatisfaction, nelancholy -
all extrenely "popular" Malay traits.

That is the harsh reality that the new Prine Mnister faces as he takes
over from Dr Mahat hir.

I firmy believe that Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad Badawi is the perfect
successor to Dr Mahathir - a bal anced out continuity in our nation's
| eader shi p.

Sure, Dr Mahathir had set a high standard and everyone unani nously
agreed that his was a tough act to follow. But |I'm sure that Pak Lah was
cut fromthe sane cloth as Dr Mahathir, only froma |less attention-
grabbi ng patch of the sane fine silk.

Many agendas woul d be on Pak Lah's nmind, not the least finding a
permanent cure for the Mlays ailing, seemingly hereditary afflictions.
For Abdullah - Malaysia's fifth Prime Mnister - may Allah guide you in
your quest to take Malaysia to greater heights.

F.Y.

Kual a Lunpur



	Finding cure for Malay afflictions (NST 06/11/2003)

