11/ 09/ 2003

Ni k Aziz: Ridiculous to say | am conpeting with Hadi for popularity

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Pas spiritual |eader Datuk N k Abdul Aziz N k Mat
said today it was "baseless and ridiculous" to say that he was conpeting
with party acting president Datuk Seri Abdul Hadi Awang for popularity.

Ni k Aziz said that he was not contesting any post at the party's
el ection on Saturday, and thus had no reason to be involved in a
popul arity contest agai nst Hadi

"Throughout ny involvenent in Pas, | have only contested once (for the
Kel antan Dewan U anma head post in 1968) and until today | am still
regretting that nove," said Nik Aziz during a Press conference at the Pas
headquarters in Taman Mel ewar near here.

Ni k Aziz, who is Kelantan Menteri Besar, was responding to Prine
M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir's statement yesterday that Nk Aziz and
Hadi were conpeting against each other to gain popularity.

Dr Mahathir said their statenents recently were to inpress their
followers on who was the better man between the two.

Hadi had recently labelled the police as "silent devils" because he
claimed they had refused to co-operate with the Terengganu Governnent in
enforcing the Pas-enacted Hudud. He later clained that his remarks were
directed at Umo ul ama.

On Sunday, Nk Aziz blamed the universities for produci ng people who
conmitted bribery, adultery, sodonmy and drug abuse. He said universities
woul d continue to produce crimnals if they placed | ess enphasis on nora
st udi es.

He said today that Dr Mahathir's statenment was perhaps ained at causing
arift between him and Hadi.

Ni k Aziz also hit out at certain acadenicians who had yesterday |ashed
out at Pas for blaming |ocal universities for society's nmoral decline

"They should have asked for a copy of ny speech and understand it fully

before airing their views. | said there was a need to set up university in
Kel ant an.

"l said although there were many universities around the world, the
crime rate was still high.

"I was not blam ng |local universities.
"My speech was focused on akhlak (norals), which is the basis of Islanmic
studies," he said.
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