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Foreign journalists get insight into NST

Deborah Loh

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - A group of foreign journalists were today given an
insight into the operations and policies of the New Straits Tinmes as wel
as Covernment-nedia relations in the country.

Ei ghteen of them visited the NST headquarters at Balai Berita in Bangsar
as part of the International Visitors' Programme for the recently-
concl uded 13th Non-Aligned Myvenent Summt.

Yesterday, they had a neeting with Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohared.

They were wel comed by New Straits Tinmes Press (M Bhd Goup-Editor-In-
Chief Tan Sri Abdull ah Ahmad, NST Assistant G oup Editor Hardev Kaur,

Assi stant Editor (news) Syed Nadzri Syed Harun and Assistant Editor
(production) Sal ehuddin O hman.

Senior editors and witers of the NSTP' s publications were also present.

The journalists were from Australia, Austria, Bahrain, China, Egypt,
Nam bi a, QOman, South Africa, South Korea, Spain, Italy, Jordan, New
Zeal and, United Arab Emirates and Zi nbabwe.

Abdul I ah, in a short speech, briefly outlined the NST's history and its
editorial position.

"The NST is an establishment newspaper as are all the other |icensed
dailies in this country. As is The Tines of London, The Tel egraph and The
New York Ti mes.

"It is liberal but patriotic, free but with a deep sense of
accountability for this potentially fractious nation's stability and
wel | bei ng, " he said.

Abdul I ah expl ained the sensitivites of being a nmulti-racial and multi-
religious country, and the resulting constraints on news reporting

"W often feel irritated at the bit, but at the end of the day, the
argunent for restraint is conpelling. Qur values nmake us easy targets for
criticism both here and abroad, for which | offer no apol ogies."

He al so stressed the NST's ability to be inpartial by reporting news on
di ssenting views by the public or opposition parties.

"OfF course, it is nore elegant to pontificate than it is to sweat. Here
at the NST, we have been doing a bit of both as we record and soneti nes,
hel p make the history of Ml aya and Ml aysia during the past 157 years."

Duri ng the question-and-answer session |later, Abdullah said the
Mal aysi an nedia were conpetitive and could be critical in their reporting
to remain rel evant.

"Look at Singapore, which has only one publishing house. Here we have
many, so we have to be conpetitive. W support the Governnent but that
doesn't mean we don't carry reports on the Qpposition. Neither does the
Prime Mnister's picture appear on the front page all the tinme."

"In some parts of the world, the picture of the ruler or head of state
appears on the masthead or front-page everyday of the year."

One visiting journalist comented that what Abdullah stated was true
especially in the Mddl e East.

He said the NST had been critical on several issues, such as the policy
on English in schools (now being partially corrected with the teaching of
science and nmathematics in English), corruption by officials, politicians
and even in the corporate sector and the disproportionate racial nake-up
of the armed forces, the police, civil service and the private sector.

"Throughout, the NST has noved with the times, much quicker if | may say



so, than the other newspapers of conparable |ongevity."

Abdul I ah said there had been sone hits and sone m sses, of course, but
the NST's pre-emnent stature remained in spite of an increasingly
conpetitive environnent.

"On good days, the figures have surpassed 160, 000 copies for week-days
and 180,000 for Sundays. Total publication daily (of four newspapers) is
nore than 600,000 copies and the NST now averages 142,000 daily," Abdullah
sai d, adding that the NST had nore than 400 editorial staff as well as
nunerous contributors, free-lancers and stringers.

Since |last year, the NSTP has returned to profitability.

Abdul I ah al so expl ai ned Mal aysi an Press |aws, under which newspapers had
to renew their publishing licences with the Honme Mnistry every year.
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