27/ 02/ 2003

OC sumit will be another success, says Foreign Mnistry

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - The Foreign Mnistry has expressed confidence that
the Organisation of the Islanmic Conference summit in Cctober will be
successful ly organi sed by Ml aysia, which is assum ng the chairnmanship.

M nister Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar said |essons would be drawn from
the just-concluded 13th Non-Aligned Mwvenment Sunmit, which, with a
menbership of 116, is nuch bigger than the O C.

Syed Hami d, who was speaking at a Press conference after a bilateral
nmeeting with his counterpart from Peru, Allan Wagner Tizon, said the co-
operation between agencies within the Government and the private sector
had contributed to the success of the sumit.

"There is no other thing nore rewarding than outsiders expressing their
satisfaction with the organisation of a conference, including the

facilities at the conference venue or at the hotel," he said.

"I did not hear of people conplaining. People were not trying to be
polite when they said it was really good. | hear people like the AQC
secretary-general and the Comonweal th secretary-general saying the sane
thing," he said.

He added that the organisation of such a big scale sumit was a good
experience for everyone involved.

Syed Hami d said although organising such a sutmit cost a | ot of noney,
the spin-off was also |arge.

He said the NAM Summit had been a multilateral and bilateral success for
Mal aysi a and ot her NAM countri es.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad and | eaders of vari ous NAM
countries held bilateral neetings, in which they asked for technical
assi stance from Ml aysi a.

He said bilateral neetings were beneficial to the country.

"This will help strengthen and deepen our relationship with nmany
countries of NAM and as chairman of NAM this nakes our co-ordination
better," he said.
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