21/ 05/ 2003
Foreign scientists nust share findings

Fi rdaus Abdul | ah

DENGKI L, Tues. - Mal aysia wel cones foreign biotechnol ogy scientists and
conpani es wishing to conduct research and devel opnent here but they nust
share their findings with the country.

"W have the right to share in whatever is derived fromthe research
done into our biodiversity because the natural resources are ours,"” said
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad today

He added that the research nust not be done at the expense of the
country or its environnent.

"Mal aysia's rich biodiversity, which includes its tropical rainforest,
of fers extensive opportunities for scientists to devel op products of
benefit to nmankind

"W want all scientists to respect the policy of the Governnent. W want
to have all the resources tapped but not have the resources damaged
forever.

"We | ove our forests and we do not want people to conme here and just
chop down trees or take away the resources for their own benefit. W
believe in sharing and a win-win situation,” Dr Mahathir said at the
ground- breaki ng cerenony of Bio-Valley Ml aysia here

Poi nting out instances where the natural resources of certain countries
had been taken away, devel oped and successfully comercialised w thout the
country of origin being rewarded, the Prine Mnister said such
expl oitation should end.

At a Press conference later, Dr Mahathir said scientists and conpanies
venturing into biotechnol ogical research in Ml aysia wuld be subject to
certain conditions to prevent exploitation

"Anybody coming here nust enter into an agreenent or undertaking that
they will share their resources, and will not take everything out of this
country. As you know it is easy just to take one flower out of the country
and do research el sewhere.

"There was this case of an African flower taken out of Madagascar by
foreign scientists who conducted research and who now cl ai m excl usive
rights over the product developed.” That, Dr Mhathir said, was akin to
pi racy.

On interest in BioValley Ml aysia, he said sonme scientists from China
were already working with locals to conduct research on oil palmtree
trunks.

Bi ovall ey Malaysia is located on a 200ha site south of Cyberjaya. Phase
| is the devel opnment of an 80ha site

Envi saged is a wi de spectrum of biotechnol ogy-related activities such as
drug research and bio-processes operating on different platforms of
t echnol ogy.

Biovall ey Malaysia will lead the growth in this inportant industry by
improving the integration of different players and |everaging the research
and devel opnent capabilities.

It is also to consolidate all on-going biotechnology initiatives across
the country and to assist, co-ordinate and pronote the conmercialisation
of findings and products.

On private sector participation, Dr Mahathir said the Government woul d
make avail able the macro resources in the country.

On the inpact of new diseases, the Prine Mnister said rapid action
centres should be set up in every country as reactions to new threats were



haphazard and unco-ordi nated.

He said SARS was an exanple where initially doctors did not know what
they were dealing with and exposed thenselves to the virus. Unfortunately,
those who died of the disease were nostly hospital staff.

"We don't know how SARS is transmitted. We nmay wear masks but it may be
i nfecting us through other neans, so workers in such centres nust be
properly insul ated.

"We are thinking about these things, and it involves a |ot of nbney so
rich countries should contribute towards this as such initiatives wll
save lives. But rich countries, as you know, spend hundreds of billions of
dol l'ars on devel opi ng weapons to kill people nore effectively.”
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