31/ 10/ 2003

Formalities begin at |stana Negara

KUALA LUWUR, Thurs. - The appointnent of the country's fifth Prine
Mnister will take place at |stana Negara tonmorrow with Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi taking his oath and signing the instrument of office
before the Yang di-Pertuan Agong Tuanku Syed Siraj uddin.

Dignitaries, guests and famly nenbers of Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad and Abdul | ah are expected to gather at the throne room
begi nning 2. 30pm

The historic event, to be telecast Iive by RTMand TV3, will al so be
wi tnessed by Cabinet Mnisters, Menteris Besar, Dewan Negara President and
Dewan Rakyat Speaker, the Chief Justice, the Attorney-General, the Arned
Forces Chief, the Inspector-Ceneral of Police, the Chief Secretary to the
CGovernnent, secretaries-general and heads of departnent.

Dr Mahathir and Abdullah will arrive separately after performng their
Friday prayers in Putrajaya and are expected to enter the throne room
t oget her at 3pm

The Yang di-Pertuan Agong will then enter to witness Abdullah taking his
oath and signing the instrument of office.

After a do'a selamat, there will be a photography session before
Abdul l ah and Dr Mahathir return separately to the Prime Mnister's
Departrment in Putrajaya.

Dr Mahathir is expected to arrive at the Prime Mnister's office on the
fifth floor at 4.10pm followed by Abdullah five minutes later.

They are expected to have a private session together after which Dr
Mahathir will clock out at 4.45pm using the punch card system i ntroduced
by himfor civil servants a nmonth after he became Prime Mnister in 1981.

Dr Mahathir and Abdullah will then proceed to Laman Perdana, where their

wives will be present, to neet all the secretaries-general, heads of
departrment and staff of the Mnistry of Finance and Prine Mnister's
Depart ment.

After that, Dr Mahathir will return to his official residence, Seri

Perdana. Abdullah is expected to occupy his office at the Prine Mnister's
Departnent on Monday.

The live telecast by TV3 will be hosted by the station's News and
Current Affairs general manager Datuk Cham | Wariya.
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