08/ 01/ 2003
Forum to discuss corporate chall enges amid globalisation

Alice Chia
A HGHlevel forumin Kuala Lunpur this Thursday will discuss the
chal | enges facing Ml aysi an conpanies anid globalisation, including how
they can gain conpetitive advantage as busi nesses becone nore
i nternational .

The one-day forum themed "Conpeting in the dobalised Wrld: Becom ng
a
Wrl d-Cl ass Player", is organised by the London Business School Al umi
C ub of Selangor and the Federal Territory. It will be held at the
Putrajaya Marriott Hotel.

In an interview recently, Alumi C ub president Mhd Eusoff Abdul
Carrim
said the Kuala Lunpur forumis the first this year in a series of the
London Business School's d obal Forum held in various cities worldw de

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad is scheduled to deliver
the keynote address at the event, while the London Business School wll
be
led by its Dean Laura D Andrea Tyson, who was the National Econonic
Advi ser in the dinton Admnistration.

Mohd Eusoff said Malaysia has so far been noving in the right
direction
in terms of preparing conpanies for global challenges

Regul ators |ike the Securities Conmm ssion (SC) and Bank Negara have
spear headed the nove by initiating the Capital Market and Financi al
Sect or
mast er pl ans respectively, he said.

Mohd Eusoff, who is also ABN AMRO Bank Bhd executive director, said
t he
| ocal banking sector took the lead with the round of banking nergers in
2000.

The consolidation saw 54 financial institutions being merged into 10
core banki ng groups operating today.

He said the business environment is continuously changing and
compani es
need to prepare thenselves to adapt to these changes.

"Doi ng business today is nore conplicated than what it was three or
four

years ago
"Markets will have to open up and everybody is competing for a bigger
share of the same pie - that's globalisation," Eusoff said.
Di scussion at the forumw Il include how to distribute the benefits of

gl obalisation nore wi dely, how Ml aysi an conpani es can generate gl oba
val ue and how managers can deal effectively with the cultural changes
brought about by gl obalisation.

There will be three parallel discussion sessions co-chaired by London
Busi ness School representatives Professor Christopher Earley, an expert
on
cross-cul tural managenment and Professor Ceorge Yip, a leading authority
on



gl obal strategy and nmarketing, and |eading Ml aysian corporate
personalities.

They include Perusahaan O onobil Nasional Bhd chief executive officer
Tengku Mahal eel Tengku Ariff, Bank Negara governor Tan Sri Dr Zeti
Akht ar
Azi z, YTL Corp Bhd nanaging director Tan Sri Francis Yeoh and Isis
Mal aysi a's chairman Tan Sri Dr Noordi n Sopi ee.
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