22/ 06/ 2003

Raf i dah: G ve Abdul |l ah free hand

WANI TA Umo chief Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz said party deputy president
Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi should be given the freedom to choose his
deputy when he takes over

Rafi dah said that no one should question Abdullah's decision and it
shoul d be accepted by all nenbers.

"l urge all party nmenbers to accept whoever is appointed by Abdull ah
wi t hout questioning his decision," said Rafidah in her wi nding-up speech
at the closing of the Umo general assenbly.

She said it was the responsibility of all Umo nenbers to respect
Abdul | ah' s choi ce.

"We shoul d support and give our undivided support to whoever is selected
by Pak Lah."

Rafi dah, who tried hard to hold back her enotions, said Wanita Umo was
fully behind Abdullah and supported whoever was his choice for the number
two post.

She al so expressed her confidence that Abdullah would get the support
and bl essings fromall party nenbers.

"Pak Lah, you should choose your deputy and team nenbers from anong
t hose whom you feel confortable and able to work with. We will stand by
you to continue with the excellent achievenents of Dr Mhathir.'

Raf i dah al so expressed her apologies to party president Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanmad for interrupting his speech when he announced his
resignation as Umo president and the Prime Mnister at the general
assenbly | ast year.

"I would like to apologise to Dr Mahathir for interrupting his speech
and asking himto stop continuing with it. However, the fact is that al
Umo nenbers and | were not ready and prepared to accept Dr Mahathir's
resignation both fromthe party and the Governnent.

"W pray the best for Dr Mahathir, Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mhd Ali,
Pak Lah and Datuk Seri Endon Mahmood. May they be protected by Al ah
forever."
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